
Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving in Action – Embedding the Aims of the Mathematics Curriculum 

Premise: If children are taught to think like a mathematician, the results will follow. 

Primary Mathematics Conference 

Wednesday 28th February 2018 

Following our highly successful inaugural Primary Mathematics 

Conference focusing on Mastery, the Institute of Education 

Primary Mathematics Team are very pleased to announce 

another one-day conference for primary practitioners, this one 

dedicated to embedding fluency, reasoning and problem solving 

across the primary phase. 

The day will include playing around with plenty of practical, 

classroom-based ideas designed to strengthen our ability to 

incorporate the three aims in every lesson. The conference will 

engage with the challenges faced in both planning for and assessing the development of fluency, reasoning skills and 

problem solving strategies, considering the needs of children of different ages and with a variety of starting points. 

Workshops will include investigative activities with fluency in mind; developing fluency through depth not speed; 

increasing the range of problems we offer to all learners; identifying and assessing progression in mathematical 

reasoning; strategies for leading change in practice; and planning and organising learning through rich tasks. 

We are excited to announce Dr Marcus Witt as the keynote speaker: 

“Unlikely though it sounds, Marcus began his career teaching GCSE and A Level German and French in an international 

school in the hills of South India. He then went to Kentucky, where he worked with younger children and became 

interested in primary education. A PGCE from the University of Durham and primary school teaching jobs in and around 

Bristol followed, including co-ordination of mathematics in two schools and helping to implement the National Numeracy 

Strategy as an LEA ‘Leading Maths Teacher’. In 2001, Marcus completed a part-time M.Ed in the Psychology of Education 

then narrowly avoided a career as an educational psychologist, before embarking on a Ph.D while continuing to teach in 

primary school and in higher education. In 2007, he completed his Ph.D and began work at Bath Spa University working 

with pre-service teachers on their PGCE programme. In 2013 he moved to the University of the West of England where he 

co-ordinates the mathematics provision on both the PGCE and Undergraduate Initial Teacher Education Programmes. His 

main research interests are in the development of maths anxiety and in ‘Quiet Children’ and ‘Quiet Teachers’.” 

Feedback from the previous conference included: 

“Brilliant event!” 
“Thoroughly engaging and thought-provoking on many different levels” 

“I’m leaving with many ideas and ways to develop maths back at school as a 
class teacher and maths coordinator” 

“Superb conference! Very informative and provided lots of opportunities to 
question and reflect. Wonderful experience.” 

 

For further details contact professionallearning@chi.ac.uk  

£125 per person (Early Bird cost of £95 if you book a place before 20th December). All UniCAT staff benefit from a 10% 

discount on bookings from December 21st onwards. Non-UniCAT schools can enjoy a 10% discount for each additional 

colleague from the same school. We do hope you can join us! 

 

mailto:professionallearning@chi.ac.uk

