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Introduction



Background

 Key facts

 241 FECs delivering higher education

 75 per cent increase in foundation degrees 

since 2007-08
 (Hefce, 2017)

 The total number of HE students on 

designated courses at Alternative Provisions 

in the 2016/17 record stood at 58,735.

 Foundation degree students totalled 1125.
 (HESA 2018)



Further Education Versus University: 

How big is the difference?

Students

Teaching

Long term prospects

Location

Resources

Entertainment

 (Sharpe, 2012)



Successful Collaboration

 ‘These partnerships, many of which have 

been built up over a number of years, 

provide critical resources and services for 

students, and deliver outstanding results 

for local economies and local employers. 

It is important to stress that all higher 

education courses face the same rigorous 

checks and audits.’ (Universities UK, 2017)



Crawley College: students’ 

evaluations
 I wanted to study close to my home and 

family. 

 Continuous support, motivation and 
encouragement.

 Hardest two years of my life.

 You believed in me.

 You have made a difference to my life.

 Empowering us to achieve.

 You made me believe in myself.



Final thoughts

 ‘Some colleges are simply the 'local' 

university for their town. Colleges 

provide a unique learning environment, 

which often means continuity for students 

and offer an extremely supportive 

learning environment.’
 Nick Davy | Association Of Colleges - Higher Education Policy Manager



THANK YOU.
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