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Welcome to Fine Art at the 
University of Chichester

Here’s why we think our Fine Art programme offers  
a unique experience to all our students.  
 
The Course: students direct their own artistic practice, 
choosing the skills they want to develop and the ideas 
they want to focus on. The result is that our graduates 
are versatile, creative and confident. External  
projects and careers advice help with planning  
for the future. 
 
Specialist Areas: Fine Art at Chichester 
accommodates the full range of approaches to art 
practice, from conventional to experimental. We have 
specialist areas in Painting, Printmaking, Sculpture  
and Textiles. We also have facilities and support for 
other challenging contemporary media, such as 
installation, performance, photography, video  
and interdisciplinary practices.   
 
Studio Space: full-time students are allocated  
a personal space in our generous studios.  
Part-time students also have a personal space  
when taking studio modules. 
 

Facilities: artOne is a purpose-designed building, 
comprising outstanding studio and workshop facilities.  
Studios are open from 8:00am to 8:30pm, Monday to 
Friday, allowing students to pursue their work to its full 
potential. There is a covered outdoor area for noisy, 
messy and large scale work, such as casting in hot 
metal (e.g. bronze), using plaster and carving in 
wood/stone. 
 

Dr Ben Francombe  
Head of Theatre & Fine Art 

“The University of Chichester has been welcoming and accessible  
to me for my entire journey. All my questions and the help I needed 
have been met with respect and kindness. The University has an 
overwhelming sense of community. I have found the course very 
flexible and incredibly interesting, with opportunities to experiment 
and fully explore my abilities.” 
Ellen, BA (Hons) Fine Art

Welcome
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Staff: our staff are all practising artists, regularly 
exhibiting or publishing their work and research  
enlivening their teaching. Students are allocated a tutor 
for each module who acts as an Academic Advisor to 
help oversee their progress throughout the course.  
 
Student Support: specialist teams are available that 
can help with Learning, Dyslexia and Disability, Health, 
Finances and Careers to ensure there are no barriers to 
student success. 
 
Visiting Artists: a wide range of professional artists 
visit to share their knowledge and expertise.   
 
Careers: we collaborate with a rich mixture of 
external organisations, offering opportunities to gain 
insight in public arts, arts in education, arts in the 
community, commercial and client-based arts practice.  
This interaction with a diverse range of professional 
and voluntary situations helps engage creative talent 
with the wider world and develop an understanding  
of work contexts.  
 
Exhibitions and Curation: the Fine Art Degree 
Show invites the public to see our students’ work, 
launching them as artists. We build a range of 
exhibiting opportunities into the programme to help 
students learn about display, marketing and audiences 
which prepares them for professional experience.  
 

Chichester: the city is full of art and culture. This 
includes: Pallant House Gallery, Chichester Festival 
Theatre, Cass Sculpture Foundation, Chichester 
Cathedral, the Novium Museum, Fishbourne Roman 
Palace, West Dean Arts & Conservation and New Park 
Cinema. Chichester is surrounded by the beautiful 
landscape of the South Downs, with the Sussex  
seaside in easy reach. 
 
If you have any questions about the course,  
the department, or any aspect of the University,  
please get in touch via the contact details at the  
end of this booklet.  

Our friends 
in Theatre
The University of Chichester is also 
home to a thriving Department of 
Theatre who work closely with the 
Fine Art team to provide students 
with a wider understanding of 
varied artistic practices.  
 
 
Our own theatre, The ShowRoom, provides a place  
to explore and to share and has been responsible  
for producing some exceptional student and 
professional work. 
 
The department works closely with a range of 
professional artists, actors, theatre–makers and 
organisations who provide hands–on knowledge, 
advice and support for students. 

“Chichester is an excellent place to learn, develop 
and enhance your skills as a theatre–maker. There 
are plenty of opportunities to perform large public 
projects, as well as smaller student projects, giving  
a real variety to your time here, no two days are ever 
the same! Being taught by current industry professionals 
and top class academics gives you an insight into Theatre as  
a profession, the current hot topics within the arts and ensures that the 
work you are making is at the forefront of current industry practice.” 
David, BA (Hons) Theatre 
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“There are endless reasons to study Fine Art at 
Chichester but for me the best thing by far is the 
dedication and interest all of the tutors give to 
every student, they always find the time to help 
anyone who asks. The workshops all have great 
technicians who are always happy to help.” 
Daniel, BA (Hons) Fine Art

Teaching Excellence Framework 
Based on the evidence available, the TEF Panel judged that the 
University of Chichester delivers high quality teaching, learning 
and outcomes for students. It consistently exceeds rigorous 
national quality requirements for UK higher education.
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Our courses
Dr Ben Francombe 
Head of Department of Theatre and Fine Art 
Ben is a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy, with a particular interest in innovation  
in taught-programme design.  He is an established 
professional dramatist with extensive experience of 
working with a range of key performance makers.  
 
Elizabeth Colley 
Senior Lecturer 
Liz has work in public and private collections and her 
research encompasses an interdisciplinary approach  
to painting and printmaking. Her practice has extended 
to include sculpture and an exploration of the 
relationship between physical space and illusionistic 
space.  Drawing is central to the development of her 
work and a deep interest in the technical properties  
of materials in the production of paintings and hybrid 
structures is a central concern.  
 
Rachel Johnston 
Senior Lecturer 
Rachel is an artist working with three-dimensional 
textiles whose research and practice includes 
residencies, commissions and conference presentations.  
She has an ongoing focus on Arts in Health and has 
been engaged with a range of community arts in the 
region over a number of years.  
 

Christopher McHugh 
Senior Lecturer 
Christopher is a painter primarily interested in the 
language of painting.  He has established artists’ 
studios and galleries, worked collaboratively in other 
media and exhibited widely in the UK and abroad.   
He was a founding member of MASA and Red Herring 
artists’ studio organisations and is a member of the 
Teaching Painting steering group and the steering 
committee for the National Association for Fine  
Art Educators.  
 
Tim Sandys-Renton 
Senior Lecturer and Admissions Tutor for Fine Art 
Tim is a sculptor who has exhibited widely in the UK 
and has undertaken large scale public commissions.  
His specialist practice area of research is in the use  
of welded metal and mixed media sculpture with 
figurative and conceptual components. Tim set up  
and ran Unity Studios in Chichester. 
 
Jericho Ivankovic 
Sculpture Technician 
Jericho is a figurative sculptor who primarily uses  
metal and stone. 
 
Andrea Vassallo 
Print and Painting Technician 
Andrea is an installation artist whose interests lie in  
the experience and perception of space.   
 
Anne White 
Textile Technician 
Anne is a sculptural artist whose work is driven by 
research, material and making.

BA (Hons) Fine Art 
Our programme is built around an ethos of accessibility 
that recognises the contemporary use of materials as 
potentially multi-faceted and which encourages the use 
of textiles, digital media, and performance as equal to 
paint, print, drawing and sculpture. We recognise that 
students are often keen to explore practical options and 
develop skills in a range of disciplines before becoming 
more specialised as they progress through the 
programme.  
 
During the programme you will explore painting and 
drawing, printmaking, sculpture and textiles. Each 
discipline is supported by technical workshop provision 
to enable you to achieve the highest quality art 
production. We will encourage you to develop an 
intellectual curiosity alongside a sense of adventure and 
to be flexible and responsive in the way that you 
produce and refine your work.  
 

A key element of our provision is our commitment to the 
outward-facing application and exhibition of your arts 
practice. You will learn how to apply your practice in 
external contexts through opportunities to work with 
local communities and employers.   
 
Key partners supporting these initiatives include:  
• Aldingbourne Trust 
• Candida Stevens Gallery 
• Cass Sculpture Foundation  
• Chichester Cathedral 
• Chichester Festival Theatre 
• Chichester Harbour Conservancy 
• Local and regional schools  
• The Novium Museum 
• Pallant House Gallery 
• St. Wilfrid’s Hospice 
• West Dean College 
  
 
ChiArtWorks is a bursary scheme for Level 5 and 6 
Fine Art students to support external opportunities 
beyond the BA programme to acquire information, 
experience or training that can contribute to career 
development and employability. 

Our people
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Your learning environment

Fine Art is located in our purpose-designed building, artOne. 

artOne provides a large open-plan area, divided  
into personal studio spaces. Full-time students are 
allocated a personal studio space to pursue self-
directed practical work, building into an art practice. 
Part-time students also have a personal space when 
taking studio modules.  
 
Workshops 
artOne also provides a range of specialist technical 
workshops and some flexible spaces. After passing  
a ‘safe use’ induction, students can access all the 
technical areas to develop ideas in independent  
study time.   
 
Workshop modules allow students to develop skills in 
materials and processes, which are led by specialist 
lecturers and supported by technicians.  Students are 
instructed in the safe use of materials and equipment 
and encouraged to explore and experiment, acquiring, 
adapting and applying professional skills and 
understanding in pursuit of their own practice. 
 

Examples of workshops: 
• Painting: oil, acrylic, collage, mixed and other 

media and woodworking for stretchers 
• Textiles: embroidery, free stitch, weaving,  

felt-making, dying and printing 
• Sculpture: metal (cutting, shaping, drilling, welding), 

ceramics and wood 
• Printmaking: etching, screen, block, collagraph  

and monoprint 
• Digital media suite in the Learning Resources Centre: 

for digital photography (including large format 
printers), Photoshop, video and sound 

• Life-drawing 
• Dark space for installations, photography studio, 

video projection, sound installation and performance 
• Large flexible Teaching Studio to make and test  

new work  
• artOne Research Space: for exhibitions, events  

and displays 
• Art Shop: stocking most art materials at  

discounted prices 

“The art community at the 
University of Chichester is 
made up of the warmest 
creative people. I came not 
knowing anyone and by the 
end of the first year I was 
friends with so many people, 
even from the MA course. It's a tight 
group of all ages, which really puts you 
into the working frame of mind. I have a great 
relationship with my tutors and technicians.” 
Chloe, BA (Hons) Fine Art

“An important part of choosing this course was the 
individual studio spaces in artOne. I didn’t want to 

feel restricted or have to take my artwork home at 
the end of each day. Having our studio spaces 
also lets us see the progress of everybody’s 
work and creates conversation around art  
and our artwork.” 
Emily, BA (Hons) Fine Art



A week in the life 
of second year  
Fine Art student 
Rebecca Harte

Monday 
The week started with our usual 10am Contextual 
Studies lecture. This week’s lecture was on Abjection in 
Art (i.e. art that threatens our sense of cleanliness and 
propriety by referencing taboos around the body and 
body functions), something I feel could be beneficial in 
my own work. We discussed the topic and our thoughts 
on it in the seminar that afternoon, gaining a better 
understanding of what we had been told in the lecture; 
I may write about this theme in relation to Marina 
Abramovic in my essay.  I also had the chance to take 
some more photos and videos around the studio to 
share on the Department’s social media platforms, as 
part of my role as Marketing Support Assistant.  
 
Tuesday 
We had a short talk about our work placement module 
(external projects) in the morning to clarify the 
assessment criteria. I’m feeling pretty on top of this 
module!  It’s definitely been keeping me busy with lots of 
workshops and research. Dan and I are doing a series 
of Art workshops with year 7 and 8 students in three 
local secondary schools, with the aim of introducing 
them to new and adventurous ways of working with new 
materials. They all seem to love it so far.   
 
For the studio module, where I determine my own 
artistic direction and receive support from the tutors in 
refining my work, I had the dark space in artOne 
booked for some of my own experimental performance 
work in the afternoon. I’ve made a fabric sack which 
I’m hoping to perform in once I figure out how I should 
light and video it. Working with the fabric has raised  
a lot more questions that I’ve been able to explore and 
brought a new dimension to using my body within my 
art. I’m really enjoying my current work.   
 
Wednesday 
This morning’s Cross Level Studio lecture was by 
Morgan Ward, a Chichester graduate. It was really 
helpful to see how he has progressed from studying art 
here to working in a London gallery, while successfully 
exhibiting his own work. I love the colours in his 
paintings. I’m a little jealous it’s not my work but, let’s 
face it, I would miss performance art too much to be  
a painter. These lectures are interesting due to the 
variety of professional artists who come in to talk to us 
and give tutorials. The rest of the day was spent in the 
studio editing some sound performance pieces I had 
recorded. I’m hoping they’ll work well in my next 
performance or installation for my Studio assessment  
in a few weeks.  

Thursday 
The end of the week was really busy with the work 
placement workshops. On Thursday morning we had 
our first plaster session with the students from Bishop 
Luffa School. We’d set up the sculpture workshop in 
artOne beforehand and had donned our messy clothes 
ready for a great workshop. The session went as well 
as I’d hoped. No one was afraid to get stuck in and 
messy, and they really embraced this new medium. The 
sculptures that the kids made with the plaster and hay 
looked fantastic and we had the chance to discuss how 
we might display them for the final exhibition. Everyone 
seems really keen on lighting them from the inside, so 
that’s definitely something we’re going to try out. 
 
When the session ended we had a quick clean up  
and rushed to Bognor Regis for our second clay-based 
session with the kids at Felpham Community College. 
They had some great drawings to work from, so their 
sculptures were already looking good. I was happy to 
see that there was a range of figurative and abstract 
works being made. It shows the kids have really 
listened to us and opened their minds to the different 
types of art out there. They all seem really excited 
about coming to artOne for the plaster workshop  
next week. 
 
Friday 
After missing our first session with The Regis School 
because of snow we had the movement workshop with 
them this afternoon. The session was a bit longer to 
make up for the lost time, so we really got to explore 
what performance art was and how that would lead on 
to the sculptures they would make. These kids were the 
most adventurous we’ve had over the course of the 
placement and they really enjoyed using their bodies 
and fabric to make art. I’m looking forward to seeing 
what else they can do. Now for a relaxed weekend 
before starting all over again on Monday!  
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“I look forward to the future, 
creating my own work and 
discovering who I am as an 
artist. Thanks to this course, 
I’m already half way there.”  
Sammie, BA (Hons) Fine Art
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Our Fine Art graduates 

Artists 

Morgan 
Artist and Gallery Assistant – Graduated 2017 
Since graduating in 2017, Morgan’s work has been shown by a range of emerging galleries 
and websites. He was a selected graduate from the University of Chichester for the Platform 
Scheme and now works as a Gallery Assistant at the internationally renowned Marlborough 
Gallery in London. His initiative and talent has led to various opportunities to show his work, 
including a solo exhibition at the Candida Stevens Gallery in Chichester in November 2018.    
morganwardartist.com  
 
 
Charlotte 
Artist – Graduated 2017 
“The training I received at Chichester equipped me with the skills and confidence to set up  
a studio, where I continue to develop and refine my practice. I work as a contemporary painter 
represented by an established gallery, the Candida Stevens Gallery, with my work shown at  
the Affordable Art Fair in Battersea in October 2018. I have my first solo show in April 2019.  
I am extremely grateful to the tutors for their support during my time at Chichester. Learning from 
educators and practising artists, the course offers intellectual rigour and a real grounding in the 
practical aspects of a chosen discipline. As a painter, I also benefitted from exposure to the 
University’s exceptional collections of 20th Century British Art. Seeing this work in such close 
proximity I was able to deconstruct the paintings which have informed my work. The curatorial 
and exhibition experiences in Chichester Cathedral and artOne provided an invaluable insight 
into working as a professional artist.”  
charlotteedsell.com     
 
Dean 
Artist and Teacher – Graduated 2014 
“It’s safe to say that my time spent studying at the University of Chichester was the best and  
mostimportant years of my life. The course had a profound effect on me and my artistic practice. 
The quality of teaching and the constructive guidance supplied by the tutors unlocked a passion 
and love for art I never knew existed. Since graduating I have gone on to pursue a career as  
an artist, represented by galleries and museums in London, Shanghai, Madrid and New York. 
None of this would have been possible without the years spent learning from the tutors at 
Chichester for whom I am eternally grateful. My time studying at the University has enabled  
me to follow my dreams and has transformed me from a student to an Artist.”    
deanrossiterartist.com 
morganwardartist.com 

Morgan

Dean

Charlotte



Vikki
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Lucy 
Community Programme Manager, Pallant House Gallery – Graduated 2010 
“On leaving the course I started an internship at Pallant House Gallery with Outside In, a project that supports 
artists who face barriers to the art world, due to disability, health or social circumstance. The Outside In team gave 
me a fantastic opportunity to grow within their organisation and be part of the innovative Learning and Community 
team at the Gallery. I have been at the Gallery for nearly eight years and my role has changed and evolved in 
many ways. In 2013 I left Outside In and now work full-time as the Community Programme Manager at the Pallant 
House Gallery. My role is very diverse. It includes training volunteers, programming workshops with artist 
educators, building relationships with local partners, meeting new people who want to be involved and much 
more. The University of Chichester helped me confirm the importance of art in my own life; it taught me great drive 
and focus. It gave me confidence in my creative practice and this is something that I find important when working 
with other artists, to pass on that belief in your work.”  
 
Vikki 
Gallery Manager/Curator – Graduated 2009 
“Since graduating in 2009 I have worked for various galleries across the South East and London including  
the establishment of a new sculpture gallery in Islington. In January 2016 I took over as gallery manager and  
co-curator of the Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden in Surrey exhibiting over 200 sculptures in a stunning,  
unique environment. I started at the sculpture garden just after graduating and have taken on more and more. 
Since Hannah retired in 2015 I work in partnership with the co-owner Anthony Paul, a world renowned landscape 
designer. I source the artists and run the Gallery, and Anthony and I curate the exhibitions together. I lecture at 
schools and design colleges about the Sculpture Garden, the relationship between art and nature and as a 
sculpture specialist. I also started my own company and have continued to create my own work. I have been 
commissioned to design and paint several murals, including a huge sensory room (all walls and ceiling) in a 
private house. I don’t think anyone would have imagined me in this position during my degree, but I think the 
freedom of being able to explore materials and processes in artOne gave me the confidence to try something new.  
Every time I stand up to give a lecture or talk, I remember our third year presentations and I am so grateful for the 
Professional Practice module. I have now built up quite a name for myself.” 
hannahpescharsculpture.com 
 
Helen 
Graduated 2007 
Helen has been developing a career as an artist, studying and increasingly as a curator and gallery educator.  
In 2012 she took a Graduate Diploma in Art History at The Courtauld Institute of Art, University of London  
and went on to complete an Arts and Humanities Research Council funded MA Art History (Modern Russian Art)  
in 2013.   
 
Helen’s impressive list of projects and jobs include: 
• Artist in Residence at Christ’s Hospital School, Horsham 
• Community Arts Project, Romania 
• Curatorial Internship at Hayward Gallery/London Hayward Touring Exhibitions (London, Nottingham, Glasgow) 
• Curatorial Internship at Tate Modern in the Performance and Live Events Department 
• Education/Visitor Services Internship at The Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice, Italy 
• Oak Foundation Young People’s Programme Coordinator at The Courtauld  
• Room to Read, Literacy Project in Nepal

Our Fine Art graduates 

Art Professionals 

“At Chichester I have developed my practice in a way I never 
imagined I would, gaining support from the tutors and other 
students. I have grown as an artist and my practice has allowed 
me to explore scale, media and theory. The staff and the course 
have pushed me out of my comfort zone, allowing me to breathe 
new life into my artwork and this has helped me enjoy art in  
a whole new light.” 
Connie, BA (Hons) Fine Art



“Now in my final year the course is 
helping prepare me for my future career 
after university with various talks and 
visiting lecturers. The placement project in 
second year was a particular highlight for 
me. As I am heading for a career in teaching,  
I ran a four month project with three local secondary 
schools teaching them various art techniques including 
performance, sketching, clay and plaster. We then followed  
this up with a very successful exhibition in artOne which was 
attended by the students and teachers we worked with.” 
Daniel, BA (Hons) Fine Art
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Our Fine Art graduates 

Teaching and Education  

Charlotte 
Head of Year in an ‘Outstanding’ Secondary School in Surrey – 
Graduated 2015 
“Since completing my degree I have trained as a Design and Technology 
teacher specialising in Textiles. Throughout my degree I found the 
University of Chichester to be so supportive and nurturing that I decided to 
complete my PGCE there. As a result Chichester has supported me in 
achieving my dream job. Being a teacher has allowed me to share my 
passion for Textiles and keep young minds inquisitive and inspired. The 
University of Chichester was so accommodating during my undergraduate 
degree and PGCE. They have taught me that everyone has the right and 
ability to access higher education regardless of their social background or 
educational needs. This is something I hope to pass on to my students.” 
 
Oz 
Art and Design Teacher – Graduated 2014 
Oz is now teaching at a secondary school in London working with GCSE and A level students as well as 
coordinating the Art Scholar and Art Enrichment programmes. 
 
“Undertaking my BA (Hons) Fine Art at the University of Chichester has equipped me with so many lifelong 
learning experiences that I still think of, explore and use regularly in my own artistic practice and professional 
career as a teacher. My experience of the Fine Art degree saw my confidence in my abilities soar, my 
engagement with the critical and contextual side of the art world evolve to true appreciation and understanding, 
and I was nurtured to question and explore. The degree show and subsequent collaborative shows I was part of 
allowed me to raise my profile as an artist and led to me becoming an Artist-In-Residence in a London school. I 
worked closely with a group of students to help them question their own perceptions of artistic disciplines and the 
art world itself. I later trained as a teacher of Art and Design at the Institute of Education, UCL, and will be 
returning once again to complete my Master’s degree in Art and Design Education. In my teaching career I have 
worked to engage students through my presence as an artist and not just as the teacher. A true love of learning 
and art was created in me whilst at Chichester and I still wish to further question and develop my artistic practice.” 
 
Sarah 
Lead Art Teacher – Graduated 2012 
“The staff at the University of Chichester are amazing; they have all really opened my eyes to new materials, 
processes and possibilities. They are always willing to lend a hand or advise whenever you need it. I remember 
being taught how to create my first successful etching and how to felt. This led me to contribute to the Alice Kettle 
flower collaboration exhibited in the Queen’s House in Greenwich in 2014. Being at the University of Chichester 
really unleashed my inner self and brought out a whole new level of confidence in my work.” 



Molly 
Graduated 2017 
“I started up my own business, creating artisan homewares and floral designs. It’s going well. I’m very busy,  
but I enjoy being my own boss. I have a studio at home and I’ve been selling on Etsy and through other online 
platforms. I also open my own portable shop on Sundays which is a horse trailer I converted myself and I’ve 
secured a great location.” 
 
Marie 
Graduated 2013 
“I set up the Waltham House Studios in Bognor Regis, a newly-
refurbished work and exhibition space, designed to create  
a sense of wellbeing and intimacy, to inspire creativity and 
change and to be adaptable for different needs. Since 
opening, I've collaborated with various artists, some 
of whom are graduates of the University of 
Chichester Fine Art programme. We made the 
workshop into a separate gallery space for 
installation and smaller shows, while the 
upstairs white-walled studio is for running 
classes, including life drawing, as well as 
displaying the large annual exhibition.  
It’s still growing and I’m really excited 
about its development.”
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Matt 
Graduated 2016 
“Travelling across Latin America, prior to starting the BA (Hons) Fine Art, provided me 
with a wealth of ideas which went on to spark interests in public art, urban sustainability 
and contemporary sculpture. It was my three years in Chichester that allowed me to draw 
from my experiences and further develop my personal ideas, realising these in my chosen 

mediums of drawing, collage and sculpture. The fantastic facilities at the University, 
combined with the collaborative environment of artOne, instilled a new confidence and  

self-assurance, not only in my work as an artist, but also in my future career.   
 

After graduating in 2016 I have worked in communications for Cass Sculpture Foundation and publishing house, 
Wiley. I am now working in a project co-ordination role for eco-construction specialists, Biotecture. I maintain my 
own creative studio AT/AS, regularly submitting proposals for temporary work to be installed across the UK.  
So far my work has been exhibited in Hampshire and West Sussex and I am currently working on green 
infrastructure projects globally. Studying Fine Art at Chichester gave me more than just an in-depth knowledge  
of the arts industry, it enabled me to gain a host of transferable skills and a drive to succeed both in my artistic 
practice and in a career in Project Management.” 
 
Kay 
Graduated 2007 
“The years since graduating have whizzed by!  I had been exploring what commercial opportunities there might 
be for me after graduating and I set about purchasing a dormant company, Clothkits, while still studying at the 
University of Chichester. I knew that it was an absolute must for me to be working within a creative environment.  
I needed to be immersed within it and to share time with like-minded souls. 
 
Now 10 years on, I have had the most wonderful journey. I discovered that 
there is something so wonderfully satisfying about creating something 
and it does not stop at art, making a business has the same feeling.  
As a company we have grown from a small corner in the kitchen 
into our own premises. It's a proper haberdashery and also a 
large workroom to run our many courses.  We have space for 
our e-commerce activities and also studios for other creatives. 
 
What can I say? I am so lucky! So lucky to have had such 
great and supportive tuition at Chichester, so lucky to be 
working in a fab industry and so lucky to have met and 
worked with such great people along the way.” 
clothkits.co.uk  
 

Our Fine Art graduates 

Entrepreneurs 
“I’m going to take away a heap of experience, particularly  
an understanding of how people work differently, what to  
say and what not to say, and really an overall awareness  
of working with people. It’s just so much fun.” 
Charlie, BA (Hons) Fine Art
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Visiting Fellow profile  

Matthew Burrows 

Matthew Burrows has been  
a Visiting Fellow to the 
Department of Fine Art  
since 2014.  

 
His energetic and generous contribution has added  
to the vibrancy and currency of our research culture 
through lecturing, curation and working  
with students individually and in small groups. His role 
has helped integrate knowledge of contemporary 
practice and debate with understanding of  
professional contexts across the undergraduate  
and postgraduate programmes.  
 
Matthew is a major UK artist with an international 
profile. Career highlights include: Artist’s Residency at 
the National Gallery, London (2000-1); prize-winner at 
Liverpool John Moores XXIV (2006); honorary Judge of 
the Alkazzi Scholarship at the Royal College of Art, 
London; represented and regularly exhibited by Vigo 
Gallery, London (Beyond the Garden Wall, 2017; 
Para-Dice, 2014); initiated ABC projects which curated 
the Observer Building Gallery in Hastings (2016-17) 
and running the ABC Atelier professional development 
scheme. Matthew’s significance as a contemporary 
painter has enhanced the strength of painting practice 
in the Department while helping relate this to other 
areas of doing and thinking.     
 
Matthew has had a central role in the on-going series 
of outward-facing research activities, including:  
• Panel member of Liminality symposium in 2013 to 

complement the Liminal exhibition 
• Curator Permeable Edge exhibition and Chair of the 

Permeate symposium in 2016  
• Curator Between Things exhibition and Chair of 

Between Words symposium in 2017 
 

These exhibitions have brought the work  
of internationally renowned artists to the  
University, including: 
• Anne Ryan represented by Greengrassi 
• Ansel Krut represented by ‘Modern Art’ Gallery 
• Daniel Crews-Chubb represented by Vigo Gallery 
• Georgia Hayes represented by Paul Stolper Gallery 
• Matthew Collings and Emma Biggs represented  

by Vigo Gallery 
• Paul Housley represented by Belmacz London 
• Phoebe Unwin represented by Wilkinson Gallery 
• Sarah Dwyer represented by Josh Lilley Gallery 
• Varda Caivano represented by Victoria Miro Gallery 
 
This has helped develop a vibrant discourse between  
a network of contemporary artists, critics, curators, 
historians and writers. 
 
matthewburrows.org 
vigogallery.com 

“I've found the visiting artists’ diverse 
approaches insightful and this has given me 
the confidence I needed to grow as an artist.” 
Christopher, BA (Hons) Fine Art

Matthew Burrows

Photo credits: Peter Jones

chi.ac.uk/fineart
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Experiencing the  
world of work  

At the University of Chichester 
we really value our 
relationship with the 
community around us.  
 
Every year we give our students the opportunity to 
explore their art practice in different contexts through 
collaboration with local organisations to share skills 
and create new artworks. Students not only make a 
real difference to the people they work with, but gain 
invaluable skills for employment.  
 
Partners we work with include: 
• Cass Sculpture Foundation  
• Chichester Cathedral 
• Chichester Festival Theatre 
• Chichester Harbour Conservancy 
• Dementia Support 
• Local and Academy schools 
• Pallant House Gallery 
• St Wilfred’s Hospice 
• Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust 
• West Dean 
• West Sussex County Council 

Pallant House Gallery – Partners in Art 
Partners in Art is part of the award winning community 
programme at Pallant House Gallery, created to 
provide an opportunity for people who want to follow 
their interest in art, but need additional support.   
 
“My placement has been a wonderful opportunity to 
get involved with a pioneering community programme.  
I am continuing my volunteering as a Partner in Art 
beyond the module, supporting my partner and his 
interest in creating art. This placement has really made 
me reflect on my own artistic working practices and  
I have much greater knowledge regarding the holistic 
importance of art within the community.”   
Bryony, BA (Hons) Fine Art 
 
Academy Schools 
“Working with Kingsham Primary School as visiting 
artists has given us the freedom to plan creative 
sessions, further our own artistic practice and build  
on our knowledge of contemporary art and technical 
skills whilst also growing in confidence as artists  
within a community context. We curated an exhibition 
of the completed work and organised a school trip. 
This was especially rewarding and a valuable learning 
experience that will benefit us for the degree show  
and beyond.”  
April and Morgan, BA (Hons) Fine Art 
 
“We explored different paint techniques and tools and 
gave the pupils an opportunity to experiment by 
drawing with twigs and sticks.  Looking at the 

technique of artist Jackson Pollock, they were able to be 
creative using a new approach to painting and colour 
mixing processes. Berewood is a new primary school 
with a positive outlook on learning and well-being and 
the pupils were extremely enthusiastic, we had an 
amazing experience.” 
Karen and Emily, BA (Hons) Fine Art 
 
Dementia Support 
“After doing my project with Dementia Support I am 
thinking about art therapy jobs, so that’s a definite 
practical outcome. I think the project has increased  
my confidence overall and especially in setting up and 
leading art sessions for others. I think about the people 
we worked with every single day.” 
Emily, BA (Hons) Fine Art 
 
“I think this project will encourage more people to 
engage with art as a contributor to well-being and 
working together helps to dispel assumptions around 
living with dementia.” 
Diana, BA (Hons) Fine Art 
 
Art in Mind 
A project called Art in Mind was supported by 
GraduateOn and the University Research Facilitation 
Fund. Fine Art graduate, Helen Peters, worked with 
groups from Coastal West Sussex Mind and Chichester 
Lunch Club using the University’s art collections as 
inspiration for new work which was exhibited in 
summer 2015. 

Pallant House Gallery

Cass Sculpture Foundation 

West Dean

Chichester  
Cathedral

Art in Mind



“My chosen practice is photography and though the course doesn't include 
a specific photography area, the University has a huge range of cameras 
and great support for anyone who isn’t confident with using certain 
equipment. The Fine Art course has helped me use photography  
as an art practice and has given me confidence to experiment with other 
materials and create a successful body of work.” 

Marcie, BA (Hons) Fine Art
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Tim Sandys-Renton

Tim is a third year coordinator 
and Admissions Tutor. His 
specialist areas are sculpture, 
installation, digital video and 
critical and contextual study. 
His research includes 
constructed mixed media 
works and artist studio 
provision in the region.  
 
Tim's research has been divided between sculpture and 
artist professional development. Between 2009 – 2014 
he set up Unity Arts Trust CIC and ‘Unity Studios’ in 
Chichester. Developing a successful Community Interest 
Company with an effective governance and 
administration gave him a strong interest in artists’ 
professional development. His exhibitions includes an 
art residency at Cyprus Summer Studios, Lemba, 
Paphos and works at the ICA gallery, London, 
Chichester Cathedral and Chichester Guildhall. 
 
Since 2014 Tim has focused on the production of 
sculpture, using metal and mixed media to explore his 
interest in materiality, slowness and ‘the hand’; seeing 
these processes as the antithesis of the immaterial 
digital world which preferences screen-browsing and 
‘the gaze’. His works are usually ‘combines’, 
constructed spontaneously out of pre-made and found 
elements, bringing together figurative and abstract 
elements into arrangements which actively engage with 
the gallery space and the viewer. 
 

Works represent the self, others, and the knowing 
body, where their hollowness and fragmentation 
reinforce their artifice, reminding us of sculptural 
monuments and totems, and of the way that, throughout 
history, iconoclasm and beheadings have been used  
to reinforce political power and ideology. Small scale 
works create a heightened intensity and intimacy, 
indexical marks showing how each unique element  
has been carefully manipulated and modelled at high 
temperatures using Oxy-Acetylene welding. 
 
Welded steel is at once traditional and modern, 
aggressive and pliant; where elements become 
expressionistic and characterful, in opposition to steel’s 
more typical industrial look. Upside-down-ness reminds 
us of the dynamic pull of gravity; being propped 
against the wall suggests a function while remaining  
a ‘useless object’. Minimal linear shapes seem 
designed and drawn, minimal colour offsets the  
deep black of waxed steel. 
 
Tim is a member of the Royal Society of British 
Sculptors. To find out more about Tim and his work visit 
timsrsculpture.co.uk
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Networking with  
the art world 

An outward-facing attitude to the multi-layered art world  
is an essential of Fine Art study.  
 
At Chichester we do this through networks such as Teaching Painting and NAFAE (the National Association  
of Fine Art Educators) and initiatives such as Platform.

Teaching Painting 
  
Teaching Painting is a network of artists and lecturers 
across the UK and beyond. In 2017-18 it offered links 
for Fine Art at the Department with the wider arts 
community through three projects: 
 
Between Hands workshop exchange, exploring 
painting as a negotiated space:  a collaborative project 
between Fine Art at the University of Chichester and 
School of Creative Arts, Wrexham Glyndwr University.  
Our students worked on a collective painting project 
led by John McClenaghen and Christopher McHugh 
over two days in artOne. A paper about the project 
featured at the NAFAE Annual conference: Austerity, 
Adversity, Art? Fine Art education as a site of social 
and political resistance, initiative and engagement,  
at the University of Wolverhampton in March 2018. 
 

Future Collective: Sean Kaye, a member of the 
Steering Committee of Teaching Painting, was a 
Visiting Artist in the Cross Level Studio Lecture series in 
November 2017. After showing students his own work 
and his nationally innovative curatorial work at Blip 
Blip Blip, the contemporary exhibition space in Leeds, 
Sean led a workshop with undergraduate students 
where they rehearsed the setting up and maintenance 
of artist networks beyond university studies.  
 
Fully Awake #2 was a Teaching Painting exhibition 
in November 2017 at the House for an Art Lover in 
Glasgow. It brought together three generations of 
painters as part of a cycle of exhibitions. University of 
Chichester graduate Lauri Hopkins took part in this 
ongoing national survey of the teaching of painting in 
art schools, along with internationally renowned 
painter Clyde Hopkins and University of Chichester 
Fine Art Lecturer Christopher McHugh. Clyde taught 
Chris at Manchester Polytechnic later going on to be 
Head of Painting at Winchester School of Art and 
Chelsea School of Art. 

Platform, Aspex Gallery in 
Portsmouth 
 
Since 2014 we have supported Platform, a South 
Coast showcase for new graduates at Aspex Gallery. 
Platform selects two graduates from each participating 
degree course to show in an exhibition at Portsmouth. 
This leads to a selected inter-regional final where they 
compete for a prize of £2,500 and professional 
mentoring. 
 
“I was selected by Aspex to exhibit my work in their 
gallery for the Platform Graduate Award. Attending the 
University of Chichester was the best choice I have 
made because the experience as a whole has taught 
me the skills I need for the future and has opened up 
possibilities for me to progress my art. Spending three 
years at the University of Chichester has changed me 
as a person. I now possess the skills to successfully 
interact with others having been supported by the help 
of one-to-ones and group tutorials.  My confidence and 
communication skills have advanced to an extent which 
I thought was impossible.  I now have the knowledge 
to further my artistic career.” 
Rosie, BA (Hons) Fine Art Graduate   
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CONTACT US 
• 01243 816000 
• studyhere@chi.ac.uk 
• chi.ac.uk/fineart 
• University of Chichester, College Lane,  
  Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 6PE 
 
Join us on social media: 
 
@ChichesterArt
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