
Teaching and Learning 
Support Foundation Degree
This course is ideal if you work in an educational setting to support the teaching and 
learning of children and pupils. You may be working in a nursery or as a teaching assistant 
in a primary or secondary school. Whatever the age of the children you are working with, 
if you wish to develop your knowledge and skills further and work towards gaining a 
degree then this flexible study route is ideal for you. The Foundation Degree is designed to 
provide a flexible and accessible route to higher education; it can lead to a full degree and 
the opportunity to train to be a teacher.
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What will I study? 
You'll explore what it means to be involved in Teaching  
and Learning Support (TLS), and will study issues to do with 
inclusion, diversity and equality, child development, special 
educational needs and specific aspects of  the curriculum.  
For example, you may look at how to support children with 
autism, how children become writers and why children learn 
best through being engaged in innovative and creative  
learning activities. 
 
There are three main elements of  the programme which 
occur at each level: 

• Inclusion, diversity and working with children who  
have SEND 

• Curriculum studies, including supporting the literacy and 
mathematics curriculum; creativity in the curriculum;  
and drama, music and humanities activities 

• Child development and monitoring, and assessing of   
learning and progress 

 
 
 

Course delivery and assessment 
To complete the whole course and attain a Foundation 
Degree, you'll need to be employed as a classroom assistant, 
or the equivalent. Attendance at the University is part-time 
(one day a week) and you'll have up to two taught sessions 
every Wednesday or Friday during term time. You'll also have 
tasks to complete in school between your taught sessions;  
this is called work-based learning (WBL). 
 
There will be tutor support to help you complete your WBL. 
The programme is delivered over three years. You'll be taught 
through lectures, seminars, practical workshops and through 
directed study. You'll be monitored by continuous assessment 
through written assignments, examinations and presentations. 
These aren't as daunting as they sound, as they're based on 
the teaching and learning activities you're engaged in during 
your daily work in schools. 
 
Find out more 
FDATLS@chi.ac.uk 

Teaching and Learning Support Foundation

This Foundation Degree has been the most challenging 
but most rewarding thing I have done. I am excited about 
the next chapter at the University of Chichester which is  
to complete the ‘top-up’ year to acquire a BA Honours 
Degree in Primary Teaching.  
Kate, Foundation in Teaching and Learning Support
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