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Greetings from the Anita White Foundation, 

2014 has been a very busy year for everyone at the AWF. We held a very successful Women’s Sport 

Leadership Academy (WSLA), we had a major role at the International Working Group on Women 

and Sport (IWG) 6th World Conference on Women and Sport, and continued progress with our 

women’s sport leaders in Tanzania and visiting scholars.  

Our apologies that due to technical issues with the University’s website, we have not been able to 

update you on our progress more regularly. We are assured that the website will be fully functional 

early in the New Year and we will endeavour to keep you up to date with developments at the AWF. 

 

WSLA 2014 

After nearly two years of planning with Females Achieving Brilliance, and the generous support of 

the University of Chichester, WSLA 2014 took place in June. A cohort of 36 women leaders 

representing international and national sports federations, Olympic and Paralympic Committees, 

and sport for development and consultancy organisations from every continent in the world met in 

Bognor Regis for a week-long residential of seminars, workshops, and reflective practice to enhance 

their leadership competencies and confidence. A full report will soon be on our website. The AWF 

was proud to offer scholarships thanks, in part, to your donations to women from Argentina, 

Bangladesh, Burundi, Guatemala, Kenya, Malawi, South Africa and Uganda. 

 
WSLA 2014 participants and facilitators 
 

Participants came from middle-to-senior leadership positions in sport and sport for development 

organisations who aspired to move up to senior management – the sport leaders of the future. 

http://femalesachievingbrilliance.org.uk.websitebuilder.prositehosting.co.uk/home
http://www.chi.ac.uk/specialisms/sport/womens-sport-leadership-academy/2014-academy/participants


The week was structured flexibly, allowing the participants to take ownership of, and responsibility 

for, their own learning. From the start, a comfortable and non-threatening environment was created 

and the cohort was split into six ‘Home Teams’ to allow peer-leadership and reflection to take place. 

The participants were challenged throughout the week to build a career pathway, deal with conflict 

management, and to move out of their comfort zone. The latter of these was certainly achieved 

through singing as a group choir (thanks to brilliant tutelage from GreyMatter) at the Celebration 

Reception evening towards the end of the week. We were delighted that UK Sport CEO Liz Nicholl 

gave a speech during the evening which connected with the principles underpinning the week’s 

programme. 

   
(l) Home Teams were a useful mechanism during the residential week 
(m) Clockwise from top: Immaculate (Uganda), Elaine (UK), Zola (South Africa), Maria (Guatemala) 
and Mary (Malawi). 
(r) The participants singing with GreyMatter 
 

Since WSLA 2014 has taken place, many of the participants have successfully applied for new roles 

within and outside of their organisations. Many have attributed their progress directly to the impact 

of WSLA. Over the next year we plan to continue to work with the participants on their leadership 

journey. 

Such was the level of success reflected by all involved, the AWF, FAB, and the University of 

Chichester have committed to organising WSLA 2015 for June next year. If you know someone who 

may be interested or would like further details, please contact Jordan (WSLA coordinator) 

(jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk). The closing date is 30th January 2015. 

 

IWG 6th World Conference on Women and Sport 

The AWF was delighted to play a major role at the IWG 6th World Conference on Women and Sport 

in Helsinki, Finland. Dr Elizabeth Pike (Chair of the AWF) and Dr Jordan Matthews (coordinator of the 

AWF) were expert consultants on a major research report with colleagues from the Norwegian 

School of Sport Sciences for two years. Their research was presented during a keynote session at the 

conference where 800 delegates from over 100 countries were in attendance. Recommendations 

from the report were used to inform the legacy of the conference and the work of the IWG during its 

handover to the Botswanan Secretariat for the next four years. 

Jordan also individually presented work from his PhD, and with Dr Anita White and Pauline Harrison 

(FAB), presented a parallel session outlining the AWF to an international audience. An exhibition 

compiled by Jordan and Anita using materials donated to the AWF International Women and Sport 

http://www.greymatter-music.co.uk/
mailto:jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk
https://iwg--gti-org.directo.fi/iwg/from-brighton-to-helsinki-progre/#From Brighton to Helsinki Progress Report


Movement Archive was brought to life on large panels positioned in the middle of the main 

conference hall foyer. The AWF would like to thank the IWG for their amazing support throughout 

the conference. 

   
(l) Jordan and Elizabeth during the keynote with Prof. Kari Fasting and Trond Svela Sand       
(m) The fifth IWG Women and Sport Progress Report, 1994-2014 
(r) Exhibition panels with archive content were a central feature during the Conference 
 

 

Tanzanian Women Sport Leaders 

The AWF continues to receive updates from the BILD Tanzania leaders. Each woman has trained a 

number of mentees and together, they work with local community sports projects. For example, 

Herieth visited Mwanza and Zanzibar for training on Leadership and Olympic and Paralympic values 

and Siwema experienced challenges when providing leadership training in local primary and 

secondary schools. She writes that one teacher ‘’refused a pupil with special needs to join a physical 

activity that mentees and I were leading…but I was able to convince the teacher to release the pupil 

to join my session and proved to the teacher that pupils with special needs can participate in 

physical activity without any problem”. Veronica continues her progression and compiles colourful 

newsletters we hope to upload to our website soon. Elizabeth recently visited Tanzania as part of 

the University of Chichester’s new partnership with UK Sport’s International Development through 

Excellence and Leadership in Sport (IDEALS) programme and met with Veronica and Herieth. 

  
(l) Elizabeth with Herieth and her mentees 
(r) Sessions have to be creative and imaginative due to the lack of sports resources 
 

 



Visiting Scholar news and opportunities 

Since her previous update at the end of 2013, Lombe Mwambwa (General Secretary of NOWSPAR in 

Zambia) has been re-appointed to the Board of the Sport for Social Change Network in Southern 

Africa and was appointed to the Gender Committee of the National Sports Council of Zambia – a 

sub-committee focused on addressing gender based objectives and targets. She has also appeared 

on Zambian television and radio in regard to the country’s participation at the FIFA Women’s U17 

World Cup in Costa Rica. Lombe is also a member of the WSLA steering group and will be 

participating as one of the facilitators in 2015. 

Bárbara Schausteck de Almeida secured a full-time fixed-term lectureship role at the Universidade 

Estadual de Londrina in Brazil earlier this year. She has recently organised the Brazilian conference 

for the History of Sport and Physical Education with over 300 people in attendance and continues to 

make great progress with her PhD. 

The AWF is committed to enabling women leaders from countries where women face particular 

challenges to access education and development opportunities. If you or someone you know is 

interested in pursuing such an opportunity, please contact Jordan (jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk). 

 

Seasonal donation 

The projects described in this newsletter benefit tremendously from individual donations. Over the 

next year, we are organising WSLA 2015 and enhancing the Tanzania project. In order to have as 

great an impact on women sport leaders from countries who face particular challenges, we would be 

very grateful if you would consider making a donation to the AWF. Please do so by visiting our 

JustGiving webpage or contacting Jordan directly (jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk).  

 

…and finally 

Jordan completed his doctoral studies earlier this month. His thesis is entitled “A critical analysis of 

the development, outcomes and definition of the Women and Sport Movement (W&SM)”. Over the 

next year he hopes to publish articles about how a social movement for women and sport originated 

and developed, and what outcomes, consequences, and challenges it has encountered. Jordan 

would like to thank everyone at the University of Chichester and the AWF for their help throughout. 

 

Season’s greetings to you all, best wishes for 2015, and thank you for your continued support to the 

AWF. 

Anita, Elizabeth, and Jordan 

http://www.nowspar.org/
mailto:jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/Anita-White-Foundation-Fund
mailto:jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk

