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Greetings from the Anita White Foundation, 

In this newsletter, the AWF is proud to announce a very important event and partnership regarding 

women’s sport leadership, the next AWF annual event later this month, a new appointment focusing 

on women and sport, and an update on projects and scholars. 

 

The Women’s Sport Leadership Academy 

(WSLA) 

For one week in June 2014, the Women’s Sport 

Leadership Academy (WSLA) will bring together 

outstanding female delegates, 20 from the UK 

and 20 from other parts of the world, providing 

a unique learning environment that will support the women to further develop their leadership 

competencies. Organised by the AWF and Females Achieving Brilliance (FAB), and supported by the 

University of Chichester, the WSLA will increase the confidence and competence of women working 

in sport in a range of leadership behaviours and also to be a starting point for forming an 

international network of women sport leaders. 

A key focus of the women and sport movement for the last 

thirty years has been to get women into decision and 

policy-making positions in sport. Progress has been made 

over time, especially in 1995 when the International 

Olympic Committee introduced targets for women in 

leadership positions that all affiliated sports organisations 

and federations were expected to reach. However, nearly 

twenty years later the issue over the lack of women’s 

leadership in sport continues.  

The WSLA targets middle management or recently 

appointed senior managers or Board members of 

sport/sport-for-development organisations who may, for 

example, lead a specific department/area/ project for their organisation or have current 

responsibility for influencing people and/or managing staff. By attracting women from all over the 

world, a range of cultures and experiences will be shared by the cohort who will inform their 

understanding going forward as a network of future leaders in their organisations. 

If you are interested in attending the WSLA or would like to share the WSLA with your network, 

please visit the WSLA website where information packs and application forms can be downloaded, 

or contact Jordan Matthews (AWF Clerk) jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk  

http://www.chi.ac.uk/specialisms/research-centres/anita-white-foundation/womens-sport-leadership-academy
mailto:jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk
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AWF Annual Event – November 20th, 17.30-19.30, University of Chichester 

The AWF will celebrate the official launch of the WSLA and the partnership with FAB during the 

annual event on November 20th. This will be the third annual event the AWF has hosted. Whereas 

the previous two have focused primarily on the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, this 

year the attention turns to how and why sport can change women’s lives and will feature a number 

of special guests, including London 2012 Olympic gold medallist Katherine Grainger. 

Katherine will reflect on her journey to success at London 2012, as 

well as her move from athlete to boardroom thereafter. Katherine 

will be joined by Francisca Korantemaa Darfour from Ghana (Mo 

Ibrahim Foundation Scholarship in Governance and State-building) 

and Nick Pink (International Cricket Council) who are both experts 

in using sport as a tool for women’s empowerment to explore 

their personal experiences and reflections on sport’s role in 

international development work. It should be a great evening 

highlighting a number of factors involved with sport development. 

Before the event, Katherine will be signing copies of her book. If 

you would like to attend the event, please email events@chi.ac.uk  

The AWF Event is preceded by a FAB Inspiration and Perspiration Day. The innovative development 

and networking sessions help to enhance leadership and business skills for women in sport. FAB was 

established in 2009 by Pauline Harrison and Lucy Faulkner who have held senior roles in national 

governing bodies of sport including England Netball and the Football Association. FAB is a voluntary 

organisation whose vision is to increase the 

confidence and competence of female 

leaders in sport in the UK, based on the 

founders’ own experiences. Please contact 

fab.info@aol.co.uk for further information. 

 

 

Research Officer for Women and Sport appointed 

In September 2013, Jordan Matthews secured a full-time post within the Department of Sport 

Development and Management at the University of Chichester as Research Officer for Women and 

Sport. Jordan’s role requires him to produce research and generate income for women and sport 

projects. He will continue in his role as Clerk of the AWF but have a closer working relationship, 

including helping to organise the WSLA. Jordan’s appointment is another sign of the commitment 

toward supporting the AWF by the University of Chichester and we are very thankful. 

 

 

International Women and Sport Progress Report project 

A project Jordan and Dr Elizabeth Pike (AWF Chair) continue to work on is the International Working 

Group on Women and Sport (IWG) 1994-2014 Progress Report. In collaboration with colleagues in 

Norway and Japan, nearly 5000 organisations have been contacted in order to understand what has 

mailto:events@chi.ac.uk
mailto:fab.info@aol.co.uk
http://www.iwg-gti.org/iwg/from-brighton-to-helsinki-progre/
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been done to advance women and sport, for example a project, policy, or programme. Initial results 

are very interesting and Jordan and Elizabeth will meet the team in Norway later this month to 

analyse the data and draft the final report that will be launched at the next IWG World Conference 

on Women and Sport in Helsinki, Finland, in June 2014. 

Furthermore, Elizabeth has just returned from presenting a keynote presentation at the Fourth 

International Forum of Peking University on Sport, Society and Culture, addressing the theme of 

‘Sport, Women and China’s Dream’. 

 

 

News from AWF Scholars 

Lombe Mwambwa (General Secretary of 

the Zambian National Organization for 

Women in Sport and Physical Activity and 

Recreation) visited the University of 

Chichester in March 2013, and her 

organisation has just signed the Brighton 

Declaration on Women and Sport. 

Witnessed by the Ministry of Youth and 

Sport Permanent Secretary, NOWSPAR 

expressed its commitment to the principles of addressing and promoting women and girls’ right to 

sport (picture from NOWSPAR). 

 

Bárbara Schausteck de Almeida was invited to 

participate in the 20th International Seminar on 

Olympic Studies for Postgraduate Students, at the 

International Olympic Academy in Ancient Olympia, 

Greece. The four-week seminar consisted of visits to 

archaeological sites, lectures and paper presentations 

from the 23 participants of eighteen countries. In her 

paper, she presented some of the information 

collected from her studies in Chichester, including the 

Olympic Games in Latin America (Mexico City, 1968 

and Rio de Janeiro, 2016) and in Asia (Tokyo, 1964; 

Seoul, 1988; and Beijing, 2008). Bárbara emailed us to say “faster than I would expect, I can notice 

how my studies in the UK are helping my academic development and opening doors to international 

networks”. 

 
If you would like more information about AWF projects, or how to become involved with the AWF, 
please visit our new website. We look forward to seeing you on November 20th! 
 
Dr Anita White OBE     Dr Elizabeth Pike (Chair of the AWF)     Jordan Matthews (Clerk of the AWF)  
(anitawhite_uk@hotmail.com)            (e.pike@chi.ac.uk)        (jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk) 

http://nowspar.wordpress.com/
http://www.chi.ac.uk/specialisms/research-centres/anita-white-foundation
mailto:anitawhite_uk@hotmail.com
mailto:e.pike@chi.ac.uk
mailto:jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk

