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Greetings from the Anita White Foundation, 

Our sixth newsletter reflects on a very busy 2013 so far with visiting scholars from Zambia and Brazil, 

a Seminar Series, the formation of a Student Action Group, and updates from continuing projects. 

 

Lombe Mwambwa Visits the AWF 

The AWF was very excited to welcome Lombe Mwambwa to 

the University of Chichester for a study visit in March. 

Lombe is the General Secretary for the National 

Organisation for Women in Sport, Physical Activity and 

Recreation (NOWSPAR) in Zambia, and has a keen interest 

in research, policy reforms, media, and monitoring and 

advocacy programmes in sport. 

 

Lombe used her visit to meet with senior University figures 

(pictured with the University of Chichester Vice-Chancellor 

Professor Clive Behagg), utilise the University’s resources for 

her own research, and visit the UK Women’s Sport and 

Fitness Foundation and UK Sport for meetings. She spent 

some time in the AWF Archive and presented in the AWF 

Seminar Series (see p.2). It was fascinating to hear her 

experiences of women and sport in Zambia, including the 

particular challenges faced. Lombe is very interested in 

studying for a higher degree at the University of Chichester 

on issues related to women and sport in Africa, particularly 

gender based violence and through NOWSPAR has already 

created some strong international links to facilitate this 

work. 

 

A report from Lombe of her visit is now on the AWF website 

(http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/visiting-scholars/) and we 

are looking forward to welcoming her back in the summer 

for further discussions about her proposed PhD studies. 

Lombe’s visit was a great success and we hope that future 

scholars will come to the University of Chichester and follow 

in the footsteps of Lombe and also Bárbara (see p.3). 

 

http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/visiting-scholars/
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AWF Seminar Series   

 

 

 

In March and April, we were proud to host the first AWF Seminar Series. These four well-attended 

events covered a range of issues by scholars from four different countries. Lombe Mwambwa 

started the Series by presenting on “The Challenges and Opportunities for Women and Sport in 

Africa, and the Work of NOWSPAR”. The following week, Dr Martin Polley (Sports Historian, 

University of Southampton, UK) introduced his new research investigating “Women in the 1908 

Olympics”. In April, Bárbara Schausteck de Almeida (AWF Scholar; Brazil) and Professor Jay Coakley 

(Honorary Fellow, University of Chichester; USA) both critiqued “Building Brazil through Sports: Is It 

Worth the Cost?” before Jay presented his work the next day on “Pushing Limits: Sport, Spectacle & 

Performance Enhancement”. 

We thank all the presenters and attendees who made the Series worthwhile. If you would like to 

read reports of each seminar, please visit http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/seminar-series/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Top left = Lombe Mwambwa. Top right = Dr Martin Polley.  

Bottom left = Bárbara Schausteck de Almeida. Bottom right = Professor Jay Coakley) 

 

 

AWF Student Action Group (SAG) 

In early 2013 the AWF SAG was formed. The group is comprised of eleven passionate 

undergraduates studying at the University of Chichester, on degree programmes ranging from Sport 

Development and Fitness Management to Psychology. The primary aim of the group is generating 

awareness of the AWF, both on and off campus. This is predominantly via the students actively 

fundraising and assisting with AWF events and activities. The group is also keen to work alongside 

and learn from AWF leaders abroad.  

http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/seminar-series/
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Sam Leo (second year Sport Development and Management (SDM) undergraduate at the University 

of Chichester) has helped establish the group and has chaired initial meetings. Sam also joined the 

AWF Management Group to give a voice for student involvement. Our website 

(http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/awf-sag/) has an introduction to Sam, including her aims and 

aspirations as well as her experiences from growing up on St Helena Island in the South Atlantic. Sam 

also provided accommodation for Lombe during her visit. 

Other students include Rhiannon Barrow and 

Louise Dorset (both Psychology students), 

Catherine Clark, James Faudemer, Colette 

Gooding, Shaun Matharu, Chris Peckett, Andrea 

Richards, Amy Robinson and Sam Southon (all 

SDM students). 

The AWF is very proud of all the students who 

have given the SAG a strong base from which to 

work. Exciting plans have already been 

established to raise money for a number of AWF 

projects. (Pictured L-R = Jordan Matthews (AWF Clerk), Anita White, Lombe Mwambwa, Bárbara 

Schausteck de Almeida, Sam Leo) 

 

 

Bárbara Schausteck de Almeida  

At the end of April, we said goodbye to our visiting scholar from Brazil – Bárbara Schausteck de 

Almeida. On our website, Bárbara has written a report about her eight month stay at the University 

of Chichester (http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/visiting-scholars/). 

In it she gives a background to herself and to her 

research regarding the 2016 Rio Olympic and 

Paralympic Games. She also describes how being 

at the University of Chichester has aided her and 

her research, especially regarding literature that 

is not always readily available in Brazil. One of the 

reasons for her stay was experiencing the UK 

post-London 2012. Bárbara explains how this was 

very helpful, not only to listen to what the media 

was saying but also to attend research seminars 

around the UK that have analysed the initial 

impact of London 2012. She also explains the 

benefits and challenges of living and studying in another country with a different language, as well as 

how the weather is somewhat different to Brazil! 

Bárbara says the AWF has helped her expand her understanding of how women are subordinated in 

Brazil, and how her research may be able to aid this situation for 2016. The AWF and the University 

of Chichester would like to thank Bárbara for all her hard work and help over the last eight months. 

We look forward to seeing her present her exciting research at international conferences in the 

future. 

http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/awf-sag/
http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/visiting-scholars/
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Continuing Projects 

The AWF continues with its involvement in the latest progress report to be compiled by the 

International Working Group on Women and Sport (IWG). As mentioned in previous newsletters, the 

AWF conducted a historical scholarly analysis for the IWG (http://www.iwg-gti.org/6th-iwg-world-

conference/from-brighton-to-helsinki/) in February 2012 and has been closely involved with the 

second half of the project ever since. Dr Elizabeth Pike (AWF Chair) and Jordan Matthews have held 

bi-monthly meetings with the rest of the research team in Norway and Chichester regarding the 

methodology for collecting the progress report data. An online questionnaire has been sent to the 

thousands of international, regional, and national organisations that impact upon women and sport 

earlier this month. The final report will be presented at the 6th IWG World Conference in Helsinki, 

Finland, in June 2014. 

 

In Tanzania, the AWF Fund continues to support 

the female leaders: Veronica, Herieth and Siwema. 

Monthly updates from the trio are available on the 

website 

(http://blogs.chi.ac.uk/anitawhite/tanzaniabild/), 

as well as Anita’s account of her visit to a BILD 

Reflective Practitioner Forum at the University of 

Accra, Ghana where she met Nicholas Bulamile 

(BILD lead Trainer) and Veronica (pictured right). 

The three female leaders have not only been able 

to be trained themselves by the Fund, but have actively recruited and trained five additional women 

who are delivering community sport activities in their local area. This has broadened the impact of 

AWF’s investment tremendously. The AWF SAG is building stronger links with the three leaders via 

social networking and it is hoped these links will continue in order to provide the students with a 

greater understanding of how sport is used in different countries. 

The AWF was introduced to the opportunity to work with the BILD programme through International 

Development through Sport (IDS) – a charity founded in 1990 to foster the development of, and 

access to, sport in developing countries, initially in Southern Africa. IDS recently merged with the 

International Inspiration Foundation to form International Inspiration (II). Lord Sebastian Coe chairs 

the newly merged charity, International Inspiration, and Dr Anita White is the new vice-chair. These 

strong links will enhance further opportunities for women such as Veronica, Herieth, and Siwema 

and many more women, men, boys and girls around the world. 

 

Finally, we would again like to thank everyone who has played a part in any of the activities 
mentioned above for their continued support and 
wish Lombe and Bárbara a successful future! 
 
Dr Anita White OBE  
(anitawhite_uk@hotmail.com) 
Dr Elizabeth Pike (Chair of the AWF)  
(e.pike@chi.ac.uk) 
Jordan Matthews (Clerk of the AWF)  
(jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk) 
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