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Greetings from the Anita White Foundation, 
It has now been one year since the AWF was launched. Over the previous year the AWF has 
completed reports, facilitated the continuation of projects, networked with numerous international 
partners, presented research, and added to the growing international women and sport archive, to 
name but a few accomplishments. Our fourth newsletter will update you on recent progress and 
introduce the themes that will be discussed at our forthcoming event in mid-November which we 
hope many of you will be able to attend. 
 
AWF Autumn Event 
The next AWF event will be held on the evening of Thursday 15th November at the University of 
Chichester to reflect on the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and to debate the question 
“To what extent were they gender equal?” The confirmed speakers are: 

• Sue Tibballs (CEO of the Women's Sport and Fitness Foundation (WSFF)) 

• Emma Wiggs (Paralympian and Captain of GB Sitting Volleyball and former student of the 
University) 

• Sarah Porter (London 2012 Gamesmaker and Aquatics officer for the ASA and former 
student of the University) 

• Dr Tim Holder (Sport Science Support to the London 2012 GB Synchronised Swimming team, 
and Senior Lecturer at the University) 

We will hear about the experiences of Emma, Sarah and Tim in their different roles and Anita White 
will lead a panel discussion about the gender issues surrounding the Games and also wider 
reflections about the impact the Olympics and Paralympics may have on women’s sport and women 
in sport. It will of course be another chance to celebrate an astounding summer of sport for the UK 
and we look forward to seeing you in November. Further information about the event is available on 
the flyer that was attached with this newsletter. 
  
The ‘Winning Women’ Conference 
While there have been well recorded and much heralded advancements in women’s participation in 
the Games, the number of women coaching at top level has been declining. The Global Coaches 
House (GCH) was developed as a concept to provide a networking and learning location for sport 
and business coaches from around the globe who were in London around the time of the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games. The GCH event included a one-day conference titled ‘Winning Women’ 
attended by over 70 coaches. The conference aimed to explore and build on the unique strengths 
that women bring to coaching. Dignitaries such as John Bales (International Council for Coaching 
Excellence President) and Anita DeFrantz (Chair of the Women in Sport Commission, International 
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Olympic Committee) addressed the coaches and offered commitments to advance women in 
coaching roles. 
A follow up discussion took place with an international group of highly respected advocates of 
women’s sport to encourage collaboration to accelerate progress for women in coaching. A number 
of recommendations were produced, but most significantly the establishment of a working group to 
consult upon and develop a strategy to be presented at the International Working Group on Women 
and Sport World Conference in 2014. For more information about the conference and the strategy, 
please visit   www.chi.ac.uk/awf  where the short conference report is published in full. 
 
AWF Research 
Last month Jordan Matthews’ (AWF Clerk) research was successfully upgraded from MPhil to PhD 
registration, meaning he has one year until he defends his thesis. Jordan is focussing on the origins, 
development, and outcomes of groups that may be considered part of the women and sport 
movement. He has fully utilised the documents housed in the AWF archive, as well as conducted 
interviews with a number of key personnel linked to the women and sport movement. In the next 
year he hopes to complete his documentary analysis and interviews in order to write up and submit 
his thesis in the autumn of 2013. 
 
International Conference Presentations 
In July, Dr Elizabeth Pike (AWF Chair) and Jordan both presented work from Jordan's PhD research at 
international conferences. The first presentation entitled “A postcolonial critique of the 
development and diversity of groups advocating the advancement of women and sport” was given 
at the International Sociology of Sport Association world congress in Glasgow, UK. This conference 
was closely followed by the pre-Olympic congress the ‘International Convention on Science, 
Education and Medicine in Sport’, also in Glasgow, where they delivered a presentation questioning 
“An ‘International’ Women’s Sport movement?”. In addition to receiving important feedback on the 
work Jordan is producing, it was also a fantastic opportunity to network with people from around 
the world, especially Latin America. 
 
Archive Developments 
In July, Jordan and Helen Betteridge (AWF Archivist) were invited by the WSFF to view and collate 
some of their documents to store in the AWF archive in August. The visit was very interesting and 
future visits are planned, benefitting all who are involved in researching and learning about the 
women and sport movement. The archive has enabled us to undertake a considerable amount of 
advisory work over the past year, as well as aid students at the University in learning and 
understanding about women and sport. 
 
Bárbara Schausteck de Almeida – the First AWF Scholar 
The AWF is currently hosting a visiting scholar from Brazil who is working with us to learn about the 
London 2012 Games to inform research into the next Olympic and Paralympic Games in Rio in 2016. 
Below is a brief introduction to Bárbara and her research: 
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AWF Honorary Fellowship 
At the start of October, Anita was part of the graduation class 
of 2012 by being awarded an honorary fellowship by the 
University of Chichester in recognition of her status as a leader 
in the international women and sport movement. During the 
ceremony (in which sports science, coaching, and sport 
development and fitness management students collected their 
degrees thirty years after the first cohort of sport students 
attended the University – a course Anita had helped establish), 
Anita reflected on the position of women in sport over time. 
This included the recent impact of the London 2012 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games, but also the work that has taken place 
over the last thirty to forty years. University Vice-Chancellor 
Clive Behagg commented on the continued support for the 
AWF by stating that “in making this award today, we pledge to 
keep the flame, and the ideals that it has come to represent, 
alive through the work of the AWF”.                                                        Anita White and Elizabeth Pike 
Earlier that week Anita had made the opening presentation to the United Nations Sport for 
Development and Peace Working Group ‘Thematic workshop on protection and safeguarding 
children and women in sport’ in Geneva. 
       
Future plans 
A number of exciting plans are currently being formulated by the AWF. We are currently setting the 
groundwork for a Summer School for female leaders from around the world, establishing a seminar 
series, and signing a MoU with Qatar.  This is in addition to the presentation of research at 
international academic conferences and Dr Pike using her visiting professorship role in Taiwan at the 
end of November as an opportunity to network with scholars in the region who may wish to become 
involved with the AWF. 
 

We thank you for your continued interest and support and hope to see you on the evening of 
November 15th for what promises to be a very interesting debate. 

Dr Anita White OBE (anitawhite_uk@hotmail.com) 

Dr Elizabeth Pike (Chair of the AWF) (e.pike@chi.ac.uk) 

Jordan Matthews (Clerk of the AWF) (jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk) 


