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Greetings and a happy International Women’s Day from the Anita White Foundation, 

The AWF has been very active since you received our first newsletter in November last year. This 
newsletter will highlight some of our recent achievements, and future opportunities for the AWF. 

In December 2011, the AWF was among many to criticise the BBC Sports Personality of the Year 
awards for the lack of any sportswomen on the final shortlist. AWF Chair Dr Elizabeth Pike produced 
an article regarding the continued marginalisation of sportswomen in the British media. This article 
generated a significant amount of interest in the AWF and Dr Pike was interviewed by national 
newspapers and radio stations. You can read the article on our website (www.chi.ac.uk/awf). 

We were also proud to congratulate Professor Celia Brackenridge on being awarded an OBE for 
services to equality and child protection in sport, and Professor Sarah Springman on being awarded a 
CBE for services to triathlon in the Queen’s New Year’s Honour’s List. Both have made a tremendous 
contribution to the development and awareness of women and sport issues worldwide.  

The AWF has also been extending its reach globally. Dr Anita White was a keynote speaker at the 
“History of Women and Sport: from Past to Future” Conference in Doha, Qatar, in January. Please 
see the following page for Anita’s thoughts and comments as well as links for further information. At 
the time of writing this newsletter, Anita is in Tanzania working with International Development 
Through Sport and the Beckwith International Leadership Development programme who aim to 
provide youth sport leadership training to schools and communities in the country. The AWF is 
planning to fund four of these women leaders to continue their work for the next six months. We are 
also continuing our fundraising work to enable the AWF to support more women from around the 
world. In addition, Dr Pike has been invited to speak at an International Women Sport Conference 
held in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, in April 2012 organised by the Abu Dhabi Sports Council. 

Many of you will have been following the recent debate surrounding the decision by the 
International Football Association Board to allow female footballers to wear an Islamic headscarf. 
This decision has been strongly supported by FIFA Executive Committee member Prince Ali Bin Al 
Hussein of Jordan and a number of women and sport groups including IAPESGW. Please visit our 
website and follow us on Twitter (@women_in_sport) for more news and information from the 
AWF, and issues that affect women and sport around the world. 

We thank you for your continued interest and support.  

Dr Anita White OBE (anitawhite_uk@hotmail.com) 

Dr Elizabeth Pike (Chair of the AWF) (e.pike@chi.ac.uk) 

Jordan Matthews (Clerk of the AWF) (jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk) 
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Comment from Anita White  

The first conference on the “History of Women and Sport: from Past to 
Future” was held in Doha, Qatar, from January 22nd – 24th.  I was delighted 
to be among the speakers invited to this conference which was organised by 
the Qatar Museums Authority in cooperation with the Qatar Women’s Sport 
Committee.    

Professor Tansin Benn, President of IAPESGW, has written a report of the 
conference which can be accessed (www.iapesgw.org). Rather than repeat 
what she has written, I will share some of my impressions and thoughts 
about the conference and how the women and sport movement is 
developing in Qatar. 

It is some ten years since I first attended a women and sport conference in Qatar and a great deal of 
progress has been made since then, due in no small part to their Women’s Sports Committee 
(www.qwsc.org.qa)  and the desire of the Qatari Government to attract major sports events to 
Qatar. The Asian Games was staged in Qatar in 2006 and most people know of Qatar’s successful bid 
to stage the Men’s Soccer World Cup in 2022. Qatar has also recently launched their bid to host the 
Olympic and Paralympic Games in 2020.  

In order to become serious players on the world stage, Qatar needs to demonstrate that it provides 
sporting opportunities for Qatari women as well as men, so their Women’s Sport Committee 
receives good support from the Qatar Olympic Committee and the Government. They have a 
dedicated sports facility for women only in the Aspire Zone, and run training and competitive 
activities in a number of sports (including football). They were 4th in the medal table for women at 
the Arab Games held in Qatar last December winning 32 medals in all.  

High level support for women’s sport was in evidence at the conference with the attendance of 
members of the Royal family and a presentation by the General Secretary of the Qatar Olympic 
Committee, HE Sheikh Saud Abdulrahman Al Thani, who presented Qatar’s mission and vision for the 
future. As Tansin Benn writes: “[it] was an extraordinary contribution that espoused rapid change for 
Qatari women in the sporting field, commitment to physical education in schools and provision of 
‘sport for all’ in Qatari communities. He answered many questions from the audience including on 
challenging areas such as dress code for women in sport.” 

There is no doubt that attitudes towards women and sport are changing in Qatar, though there is 
debate about the pace of change, as well as a desire to preserve traditional Arabic and Muslim 
values rather than just follow western practices. Compared with earlier conferences I had attended 
in Qatar in 2002 and 2006, I noticed a significant increase in the participation in discussion from the 
floor at this conference, and also more diversity among the delegates. 

The Anita White Foundation is hoping to work with Qatar and other countries in the Middle East to 
offer opportunities for women to develop their leadership skills, and I was able to meet with 
colleagues from Qatar University to discuss future collaboration. It is certainly an exciting part of the 
world to experience, not least because of the rapid pace of development, and the primacy that is 
placed on sport, education and culture in Qatar’s vision for the future. I hope it will not be long 
before we welcome some Qatari women to the University of Chichester. 


