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          Winter 2016 

 

 

 

Seasonal greetings from the Anita White Foundation, 

Our Winter newsletter contains updates on the Women’s Sport Leadership Academy (WSLA) and the 

AWF Catalyst Grant, reports on scholarly engagement in Africa and the UK, and news about AWF 

supporters who have received significant global and national recognition for their lifetime work as 

scholars and activists for women and sport. 

 

Women's Sport Leadership Academy (WSLA)  

WSLA is organised and delivered by the AWF and Females Achieving 

Brilliance (FAB) and supported and hosted by the University of 

Chichester. There have been three residential weeks held in June 

annually since 2014 and our previous newsletter provided a report 

of WSLA 2016.  

Planning for WSLA 2017 began in August this year. We received forty applications from a wide variety 

of countries, sports and organisations for the 36 places available by the November closing date and 

all non-UK places have been filled. We are actively seeking UK participants for the final few places to 

ensure an equal UK and non-UK demographic.  

The World Rowing Federation (FISA) have once again been very supportive of women applying to 

WSLA, and work with the International Olympic Committee to provide financial support to their 

candidates. We were excited to receive the image below of WSLA graduates previously supported by 

FISA meeting with senior rowing colleagues during the Rio 2016 Olympic Games in Brazil this summer. 

 

Sitting left-to-right: Victoria 

AguirregomezCorta (Argentina), 

Oluode Olubunmi (Nigeria), Olga 

Albuquerque (Angola).  

Standing second from right: Olga 

Tarasava (Belarus) 

 

As with WSLA 2016, our intention is to welcome two returning graduates to be trained as international 

facilitators during WSLA 2017 that will enable WSLA to have a wider reach and become self-sustaining. 

A call for applications to WSLA graduates for these positions has just been circulated and we would 

be grateful for donations to support their travel and registration costs. 

http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/projects/wsla
http://www.chi.ac.uk/research/sport/womens-sport-leadership-academy/wsla-2016/round-up
https://alumni.chi.ac.uk/awf/anitawhitefoundationdonation


           @women_in_sport         www.chi.ac.uk/awf 

2 
 

 

AWF Catalyst Grant 

In our Spring newsletter, we announced the launch of a Catalyst Grant. Many WSLA graduates leave 

the residential week with aspirations to change sport for women in their countries and organisations 

but need some start-up funding to get their plans off the ground. We were delighted to award Catalyst 

Grants to two WSLA graduates last month and the projects are detailed below: 

Nancy Njeri Waweru (Kenya; pictured at WSLA 2016) is a 

graduate of WSLA 2016 and has been awarded a Catalyst Grant 

toward her project titled ‘Paying It Forward’. The project 

consists of a number of workshops to create spaces for, and 

teach leadership skills to, young women and girls who have 

graduated from the Vijana Amani Pamoja (VAP) football 

programme. Nancy is director of the programme and hopes 

that the VAP graduates will positively influence their local 

communities. 

Nayana Chowdhury (Bangladesh; pictured with Lucy 

from FAB at WSLA 2014) is a graduate of WSLA 2014 

and has been awarded a Catalyst Grant to organise 

and deliver a one-week self-defence training course 

for thirty University female students at the 

Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology 

in Dhaka. The course will also be the basis for an 

informal network to be formed. Nayana was 

consecutive national judo champion from 1984 to 

1992 and wishes to use practical and theoretical techniques from the sport to enhance the safety of 

female students on-campus. 

As both projects develop we will provide you with regular updates. We also welcome other WSLA 

graduates to submit proposals for a Catalyst Grant. Further information can be found here. 

  

Africa Women and Sport Conference (AWSC)  

Dr Jordan Matthews (coordinator of the AWF) was an invited 

speaker at the AWSC in Gaborone, Botswana, in October. Jordan 

attended the conference thanks to his Researcher Development 

Award from the University of Chichester. 

Jordan presented on the ‘History and documentation of women in 

sport’ as part of a high-level session on gender mainstreaming which 

also included the chairperson of European Women and Sport, the Head of Gender at the 

Commonwealth Secretariat, a Gender Specialist from UN Women Botswana, and a senior 

representative from the African Union. He reflects on his experience on the next page: 

http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/fund/wsla-catalyst-grant-0
http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/fund/wsla-catalyst-grant-0
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“The AWSC was an amazing experience due to a number of 

factors. I certainly became more aware of my identity, 

especially on the opening morning of the conference when I 

realised that of the two hundred people in attendance, I was 

one of approximately thirty men and one of fifteen white 

delegates. The tiredness from my journey was soon put into 

perspective when I spoke to a Ugandan woman who had 

started her journey by bus six days beforehand! This 

epitomised the passion and energy for change that was 

apparent as the conference progressed. I felt that for many 

of the speakers, this was one of the first platforms available 

for them to share their experiences and critique the 

governmental and non-governmental organisations relating 

to women and sport. The conference provided an important 

learning experience not only for me, but also for the 

organisers too, ahead of the 7th International Working Group 

for Women and Sport (IWG) World Conference in Gaborone 

in 2018.” 

 

Roundtable discussion on Africa, women and sport 

Jordan further reflected on his experiences of the AWSC as part of a roundtable discussion on Africa, 

women and sport hosted by the AWF in October at the University of Chichester. Professor Kari Fasting 

(Professor Emeritus at the Department of Social and Cultural Studies of the Norwegian School of Sport 

Sciences in Oslo, Norway) joined Jordan and Lombe Mwambwa (PhD student, Sport Development and 

Management department) to talk about the context and challenges for African women in sport, their 

experiences of research and organisational activism, and also opportunities for the future. The event 

was attended by students, University colleagues and external guests. An article about the event can 

be found here. 

 

Doctoral student update 

Lombe and Lucy continue to assist with the administration of the AWF and WSLA whilst conducting 

their doctoral studies and we benefit a lot from their ideas and perspectives on our work. Lombe will 

be leaving the British winter behind to visit Zambia over Christmas. Whilst there, she will be 

networking with key personnel and conducting interviews which will form the beginning of her data 

collection before returning to the UK in late-January. 

In October, Lucy spent two weeks researching at the National Golf Centre in Woodhall Spa, the home 

of England Golf. The data from this research will form the first case study for her PhD. Lucy will be 

researching at the National Tennis Centre throughout February 2017 to form her second PhD case 

study on the Lawn Tennis Association. She was also on the organising committee for the 5th 

International Conference for Qualitative Research in Sport and Exercise (QSRE) which was hosted by 

http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/events/seminar-series-2017/roundtable-discussion-women-and-sport-africa
http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/people/research-students
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the University of Chichester in September 2016. This was a fantastic 

opportunity for Lucy to meet and network with fellow academics using 

qualitative research methods in their research. 

QRSE archive tours 

During the QRSE Conference, Jordan presented on ‘The challenges of 

archiving qualitative data’. He also conducted tours of the AWF Archive 

with some of the delegates, including members of the Women In Sport 

and Exercise research network (pictured). 

 

Awards for women and sport scholars and activists 

We were thrilled to congratulate Dr Carole Oglesby on recently being awarded with the 

International Olympic Committee 2016 Women and Sport Award for the Americas in recognition of 

her lifelong advocacy in women and sport. 

We were also delighted to successfully nominate Professor Celia 

Brackenridge OBE (pictured) for The Sunday Times Sportswoman of 

the Year (SWOTY) Lifetime Achievement Award. Celia has campaigned 

fiercely and tirelessly for women and sport and has demonstrated the 

importance of the relationship between evidence-based research and 

public policy. Her award was timely as revelations of historical abuse 

against children and young males in professional football in the UK 

has been front page news for several weeks. Celia led ground-

breaking research into child abuse in sport (and football in particular) 

throughout the 1980s and 1990s and it is her work that has informed 

policy guidelines and practice on the subject. She was also an elite 

athlete (representing England Lacrosse for fourteen years) and has 

been instrumental in the formation of national and international 

women and sport advocacy organisations. The AWF is proud to have 

Celia as a supporter and Anita was honoured to collect the SWOTY 

Lifetime Achievement Award on her behalf at the ceremony in early-

December. 

It was also heartening to see the impact of Celia’s work impact upon a new generation of elite 

sportswomen. Alex Danson (Olympic gold-medallist and former AWF Seminar Series speaker) tweeted 

the following message during the SWOTY ceremony in response to a video of Celia being played and 

just after she and her Great Britain Women’s Hockey teammates had won the Team of the Year award. 

 

http://www.chi.ac.uk/awf-supporter-dr-carole-oglesby-wins-ioc-women-and-sport-award
http://www.chi.ac.uk/sunday-times-swoty-award-2016
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Celia has recently donated personal biographical materials to the AWF Archive. This is in addition to 

the substantial body of material she has previously donated that has helped doctoral and 

undergraduate students at the University of Chichester and other scholars and leaders to learn more 

about activism for women and sport. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the AWF and our projects. We wish you a happy holiday 

season and hope that you will consider the AWF as your seasonal charity. If you would like to make a 

donation to the AWF to support women to attend WSLA 2017 or contribute to further Catalyst Grant 

projects like those identified in this newsletter, we would be most grateful. Please visit our fundraising 

page or download a gift form from our website. 

 

Anita, Elizabeth (Chair of the AWF) and Jordan (coordinator of the AWF) 

https://alumni.chi.ac.uk/awf/anitawhitefoundationdonation
https://alumni.chi.ac.uk/awf/anitawhitefoundationdonation
http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/fund

