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                     Spring 2016 

 

 

 

Greetings from the Anita White Foundation, 

Our spring newsletter contains a report on the recent visit of the International Working Group on 

Women and Sport (IWG) and Women and Sport Botswana (WASBO) to the University of Chichester, 

an update on the Women's Sport Leadership Academy (WSLA), the launch of a Catalyst Grant for WSLA 

graduates, progress made with the Archive, and other scholarly activity. 

 

IWG and WASBO visit 

In April, the AWF welcomed the IWG and WASBO to the University of Chichester after both 

organisations had attended the European Women and Sport conference in Stockholm, Sweden. During 

the visit, the IWG and AWF signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to develop their 

collaborative work toward enhancing opportunities for women leaders and scholars in sport. This 

includes the recognition and promotion of the Archive as the definitive resource for materials relating 

to the IWG; the AWF supporting the development of a progress report on actions undertaken for 

women and sport since 2014 to be presented at the IWG 2018 World Conference; and, to identify 

opportunities to deliver a smaller WSLA programme in Botswana prior to the IWG 2018 World 

Conference. 

 

 

Back row (l-r): Lombe Mwambwa, 

Tebogo Kesupile, Wedu 

Motswetla, Harry Koata, Game 

Mothibi, Elsie Kenosi, Dr Jordan 

Matthews, Lucy Piggott 

 

Front (l-r): Dr Sarah Gilroy (Deputy 

Vice Chancellor, University of 

Chichester), Ruth Maphorisa, Dr 

Anita White, Professor Carole 

Oglesby, Dr Elizabeth Pike 

 

Dr Jordan Matthews (coordinator of the AWF) also gave a tour of the AWF International Women and 

Sport Movement Archive. Dr Carole Oglesby (IWG Co-Chair) and Ruth Maphorisa (IWG Co-Chair) both 

praised the professionalism and commitment to preserving and documenting the wealth of materials 

donated by leaders from the women and sport movement. Additionally, Tebogo Kesupile (Botswana 
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National Sport Commission Board Vice Chairperson and also WASBO Secretary General), Wedu 

Motswetla (Member of WASBO representing Botswana National Olympic Committee), Harry Koata 

(WASBO member representing Botswana Sport Volunteer Movement), Elsie Kenosi (WASBO Desk 

Officer at Botswana National Sport Commission) and Game Mothibi (IWG General Secretary; AWF 

Scholar; WSLA 2015 graduate) were all fascinated by the range of documents housed. Particular 

interest was focused toward materials from the first World Conference on Women and Sport in 

Brighton, UK, in 1994, including analysing the conference delegate list and identifying the Botswanan 

contingent from two decades ago. 

During a meeting between the groups, Ms Kesupile provided the context for the development of 

WASBO and how it aims to mobilise women and their awareness, work with the National Olympic 

Committee on a baseline survey to inform the development of a policy roadmap, launch a campaign 

and revised outdated policies. WASBO members also benefitted from discussions with doctoral 

students, Lucy Piggott and Lombe Mwambwa, about women and sport issues. 

Ms Maphorisa concluded the visit by stating that there was much in common between the AWF and 

the IWG and she was looking forward to a closer working relationship in the future, including how to 

support and empower Botswanan women to address women and sport issues, with particular focus 

toward WSLA. The AWF would like to thank the IWG and WASBO for visiting the University and for 

their support of the work that we are undertaking. 

 

Ruth Maphorisa, Dr Elizabeth Pike and Professor Carole Oglesby signing the MoU between the AWF and IWG 
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Women's Sport Leadership Academy (WSLA) 2016 

In our previous newsletter it was announced that 

applications for WSLA 2016 exceeded the number of places 

available. The AWF is pleased to announce that 36 women 

were accepted to participate in WSLA 2016. Moreover, 

following on from the globally diverse 2014 and 2015 residential weeks, WSLA 2016 will welcome 

participants from Angola, Australia, Belarus, Botswana, Guyana, India, Japan, Kenya, Nigeria, Papua 

New Guinea, Samoa, South Africa, Thailand, Trinidad, Zimbabwe and the UK. The women are all in 

middle-to-senior management and leadership positions within Olympic Committees, 

international/national/county sport federations, international and national women and sport 

organisations, and sport for development. 

In March, the WSLA Steering Group awarded scholarships covering the registration cost of the 

residential week to thirteen of the overseas participants. In April, travel grants were offered to six 

women. However, other overseas participants are in need funds to cover their travel to WSLA 2016. 

Various fundraising initiatives including charity events and the launch of a crowdfunding website are 

planned but WSLA would be very appreciative of any individual donations to the AWF Fund. Please 

press this link to be taken to the AWF’s new University-hosted fundraising page. 

 

Launch of WSLA Catalyst Grant 

The AWF is excited to announce a continued commitment to the graduates of WSLA by launching a 

Catalyst Grant. The AWF Fund enables women leaders from countries where women face particular 

challenges to access education and development opportunities. Many of the WSLA graduates left the 

residential weeks in 2014 and 2015 with various hopes and aspirations to change sport for women in 

their countries and organisations. 

A number of small grants will be awarded from the AWF Fund to enable graduates of WSLA to advance 

the women and sport movement in their countries, regions and organisations. For more information 

about the Catalyst Grant, including the criteria for funding and downloadable application forms, 

please visit our website. Closing dates for applications run throughout the year and updates on 

successful projects will be provided in forthcoming newsletters. 

 

Archive developments 

The AWF International Women and Sport Movement Archive comprises papers accumulated by 

leaders in the “women and sport movement” – a collective of organisations and individuals who have 

worked to achieve their overriding objective of sustained activism to change sport for women.  

Helen Betteridge completed the first cataloguing of all Archive materials between 2010-2012 and 

Helen was employed once again on a short-term contract in January 2016 to catalogue, conserve and 

shelve all outstanding donations to the Archive. The majority of this updated content includes 

materials related to the pre-cursor of Women In Sport (the Women’s Sport and Fitness Foundation) 

and the 2010-2014 secretariat of the IWG based in Finland. There are now 96 boxes of content housed 

in the Archive which is located in the Special Collections Room at the University of Chichester. 

https://www.justgiving.com/AnitaWhiteFoundation
https://alumni.chi.ac.uk/awf/anitawhitefoundationdonation
http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/fund/wsla-catalyst-grant-0
https://www.womeninsport.org/
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In addition, the AWF met with Celia Godsall who shared her expertise in fundraising and helped to 

provide direction for the future of the Archive. This included formalising updated aim and objectives 

(below) and identifying exciting projects that we hope to announce in future newsletters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A project currently underway is an interactive online timeline, dating from 1865-2015, and based on 

materials located in the AWF Archive. The work was undertaken by Dr Jordan Matthews during his 

own doctoral studies and Jordan was successful in applying for a University researcher development 

award to fund the project. The website is currently under construction and once complete will aim to 

be the most detailed individual resource outlining the development of the women and sport 

movement. 

 

Caroline Nyamande (Women's Cricket Coordinator, Zimbabwe 

Cricket) is a graduate of WSLA 2015 and below, she writes about a 

visit to the Archive during the WSLA residential week (pictured 

second from front with other WSLA 2015 graduates) and the impact 

it has had on her. 

Not being much of a reader but a very curious person, attending 

WSLA 2015 intrigued me, got me thinking and made me want to find 

out what all the brilliant women attending that one special week 

were all about. When the visit to the Archive was brought up, I 

thought I might as well go and find out who really started this whole 

thing about fighting for rights for women’s participation in sport. 

I was determined to find out exactly how and who introduced 

women to sport. To me, going to the Archive meant going to find answers, guidelines as to how to get 

the courage to stand out and speak for all the women in sport in my country. Sport generally in Africa 

is still mainly promoted more to the men than women so I also needed to find out how women like 

Anita started their work.  It was a great eye-opener to see the great work that other women did for us 

to be where we are today. I read information from actual documents and letters, reports, notes, 

memos, and pictures of meetings held by different women to advocate for women participation in 

sports; fighting for our rights. I learnt that the struggle began a long time ago and it still goes on. Back 

Aim: to be the definitive resource for knowledge and understanding of the 
Women and Sport Movement 
Objectives: 

 To continue to collect and catalogue materials documenting the 
Women and Sport Movement 

 To facilitate access to and availability of the archive  

 To collaborate with Universities and organisations which house 
complementary archives  

 To develop research expertise and knowledge about the Women and 
Sport Movement  

 To use the information/knowledge to inform the future development 

of the women and sport movement 
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then it was quite hard to stand up to men. The information I got was spectacular. It urged me on to 

want to find more about what Africa is also doing now to represent their women. 

Visiting the Archive truly inspired my work as I came back a confident woman; a leader. I had to fight 

for my rights as a sports leader in my organisation. I also started working with women in my country 

who are fighting to promote women’s representation in sporting disciplines. I believe I was given 

courage to break new grounds. There have been a lot of improvements in my work and I hope to 

someday be able to gather and send more information to the Archive to increase the representation 

from my country. 

 

Conference presentations 

Dr Elizabeth Pike was an invited speaker at the 

Westminster Media Forum keynote seminar titled 

‘Priorities for women and sport – participation, 

audiences and commercial investment’ (pictured 

right) in February. The event was chaired by 

Barbara Keeley MP and Lord Moynihan and the 

one hundred attendees heard from a range of 

organisations including Women In Sport, the 

European Commission, the Press Association, Sky 

Sports, and the Football Association. Elizabeth 

gave an overview of research being conducted on 

women and girls in sport by colleagues at the University of Chichester before acknowledging the work 

of the AWF and WSLA and highlighting the recommendations made in the IWG Progress Report 1994-

2014 that she and Jordan had co-authored. 

In the previous newsletter, two new doctoral 

research students were introduced. Lombe and 

Lucy continue to progress well and have already 

presented at their first academic conference. 

Both presented posters on their work so far at the 

Gender and Inequality in Sport Conference hosted 

by the Open University in Milton Keynes in March. 

Lombe’s work was titled ‘Women, Sport 

Leadership, and Organisational Change in 

Southern Africa’ and Lucy received the Best Poster 

Award for her work on ‘Leadership and 

Organisational Change in the Women and Sport Movement: An English Perspective’ (pictured). 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the AWF and our projects. If you would like to make a gift to 
the AWF, please visit our new fundraising page or download a gift form from our website. 
Alternatively, if you would like to volunteer your time and assistance, please contact us. 
 

Anita, Elizabeth (Chair of the AWF) and Jordan (coordinator of the AWF) 

http://d3mcbia3evjswv.cloudfront.net/files/IWG%20Final%20Report_0.pdf?uHTcDNYjvvamXJ.dr5X1AO3Md4ajD2jZ
http://d3mcbia3evjswv.cloudfront.net/files/IWG%20Final%20Report_0.pdf?uHTcDNYjvvamXJ.dr5X1AO3Md4ajD2jZ
https://alumni.chi.ac.uk/awf/anitawhitefoundationdonation
http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/fund

