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                     Summer 2015 

 

 

Greetings from the Anita White Foundation, 

It has been an exceptionally busy summer for the AWF and this newsletter contains positive news 

and reflections on the Women’s Sport Leadership Academy (WSLA) 2015, two events that formed 

the 2015 AWF Seminar Series, and some exciting information about people involved with the AWF. 

 

Women’s Sport Leadership Academy (WSLA) 2015 

In June, forty women from eighteen countries on every continent attended the Bognor Regis 

Campus of the University of Chichester. Building on the success of WSLA 2014, we once again 

partnered with Pauline Harrison and Lucy Faulkner from Females Achieving Brilliance (FAB) and were 

supported by the University of Chichester to enable the participants to further develop their 

leadership skills and competencies during the one-week residential. 

The participants occupy a range of middle-to-senior management or Board positions across a variety 

of different sporting and non-sporting organisations. Once again, the participants all valued the 

different cultural experiences each woman was sharing. The AWF was delighted that scholarships 

and travel grants allowed nine participants to attend from Bangladesh, Botswana, Kenya, Laos, 

Malawi, South Africa, St Lucia and Uganda. Moreover, the week benefited from the insight of AWF 

Visiting Scholar Lombe Mwambwa (Zambia) who, with Anita, Elizabeth, Jordan and other FAB 

members, assisted with the facilitation of the week. For example, Lombe partnered with Game 

Mothibi (Secretary General of the International Working Group on Women and Sport) to identify the 

differences and challenges that exist between the development of sport and sport for development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WSLA 2015 participants and facilitators 

http://www.chi.ac.uk/research/womens-sport-leadership-academy/wsla-2015/participants-wsla-2015
http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/projects/wsla/wsla-2014
http://www.femalesachievingbrilliance.org.uk/
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The week ended with a Celebration Reception and the guest speaker for the evening was Kereyn 

Smith MNZM, CEO of the New Zealand Olympic Committee. Kereyn reflected on the challenges and 

opportunities she has encountered during her journey as a women’s sports leader. She also 

recollected some experiences she had shared with Anita during the development of some of the 

women and sport organisations that have been formed over the last two decades. She concluded 

her speech by praising WSLA as “the greatest women’s sport leadership programme on the planet”. 

We have continued to connect with the participants, some of whom have claimed the whole 

experience to be “life-changing”, and are proud to have helped create a network of 76 female 

leaders around the world. A virtual learning platform has recently been established to ensure the 

network continues to grow and ensure the supportive environment nurtured from the residential 

week.  

If you would like to know more about the residential week and view some of the images taken, 

please read our report.  

 

 

 

 

 

Tweets of support from WSLA 2015 participants: Alex Passa (English Cricket Board); Suzanne Kenealy 

(Cricket Ireland); Jane Booth (Professional Golfers’ Association); Rachel Waterman (Sport England) 

 

http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/projects/wsla/wsla-2015-report
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Top left: Sessions during the week 

consisted of workshops, tutorials, 

home groups, observations, physical 

activities, presentations, and 

coaching. 

Top right: Participants from 

Botswana, Laos, St Lucia, and 

Zimbabwe used the AWF Archive to 

learn about women and sport in 

their countries.  

Middle: Participants from 

Bangladesh, Botswana, Kenya, 

Malawi, Nigeria, South Africa, 

Tanzania, Uganda, and Zimbabwe 

sit with Lombe Mwambwa 

(Zambia). Many of these women 

received scholarships to attend. 

Bottom: Participants from Scotland 

join Lucy (third from left) and 

Pauline (end right) and Jacqui Stone 

(end left) from SportScotland at the 

Celebration Reception. 
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AWF Seminar Series 

The Seminar Series encompasses scholarship relating to topics and issues that affect women in 

sport.  Earlier this year, we welcomed three women to the University to share with students and 

external guests their experiences of employment in sport and transitioning into careers after sport. 

Lauren O’Sullivan is the National Football Development 

Manager of AoC Sport – the lead representative organisation 

for further education and sixth form college sport and physical 

activity. She is a WSLA 2014 graduate and has held a number of 

important positions related to coaching and in particular, 

football. Lauren was keen to convey to the first-year 

undergraduate students that they should think about how they 

are different to their peers and utilise volunteering 

opportunities where possible. Doing this had facilitated her 

career from coach to a senior football development leader. 

(Picture = Lauren stands with Jordan and Sport Development 

and Management senior lecturer Daniel Potter) 

Alex Danson (London 2012 Olympics Hockey bronze medallist; University of Chichester honorary 

graduate) and Claire Bennett (2002 fencing Commonwealth gold medallist; Athlete Development 

Lead, Dame Kelly Holmes Trust; WSLA 2014 graduate) presented on female elite-level athletes and 

the transition into a post-sport career. Alex reflected on the path to producing excellence which led 

the Great Britain Hockey team to a bronze medal at the London 2012 Olympic Games. Claire focused 

on the importance of having a key support team during periods of injury, constraints for women in 

fencing, and the development of her sport away from the stereotype of being elitist and 

inaccessible. Both stated the importance of having a support network to guide them as athletes into 

careers after their competitive sporting involvement has ended, such as the Dame Kelly Holmes 

Trust. Athlete transition into a ‘post-sport’ career is under-researched but a recommendation on 

greater support for retiring female-elite level athletes was included in the global women and sport 

progress report conducted last year by Elizabeth and Jordan. 

  

Claire Bennett and Alex Danson    Alex reflecting on her journey to  
         London 2012 success 

 

http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/projects/iwg
http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/projects/iwg
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News and congratulations! 

Earlier this year, we were delighted to receive news from Brazil that an AWF visiting scholar, Bárbara 

Schausteck de Almeida, had successfully her completed PhD. Bárbara visited the University for eight 

months in 2012 to enhance her research on the 2016 Rio Olympic and Paralympic Games. She told 

us that “the panel recognized the importance of my stay in Chichester to improve the quality and 

quantity of references”. We are in regular contact with Bárbara and are delighted to hear she is 

involved with various projects closely linked to the Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

 

Charlotte Hillyard won the University of Chichester 

Student’s Union SportsWoman of the Year prize at the 

annual sports awards. Charlotte only lost two tennis 

matches in two years and also helped to voluntarily 

establish Get Active programmes at the University with 

regard to tennis. She was presented her prize (pictured 

right) by the outgoing chair of the Student Action Group, 

Sam Southon, who has also now completed his studies at 

the University of Chichester with a 2.1 degree. Sam has 

passed the chairship of SAG to Lauren Whitehouse; a 

second-year undergrad who will continue to develop the 

group. We would like to thank Sam for all of his hard work 

in helping to further establish SAG within the University 

and beyond, and, congratulate Charlotte once again on her award. 

 

In July, Jordan successfully applied to become a Senior Lecturer of Sport Development, Business and 

Coaching at the University of Chichester. He will continue to coordinate the AWF and work closely 

with women and sport projects he was undertaking during his previous Research Officer post. In 

May, Jordan presented findings from his PhD at the 50th World Congress for the Sociology of Sport in 

Paris, France, and in September at the Women’s History Network Annual Conference at the 

University of Kent, UK. 

 

Finally, we would like to offer a warm welcome to Lucy Piggott who successfully applied for the 

University of Chichester Institute of Sport full-time three-year doctoral studentship. Lucy will be 

supervised by Elizabeth, Jordan and Dr Lyn Batchelor and her project will focus on leadership and 

organisational change in the women and sport movement. Lucy will be assisting Jordan with the 

coordination of the AWF going forward and we are all excited to be working with her. 

Thank you for your continued support of the AWF and our projects. Our next newsletter will contain, 

amongst other things, news and pictures from Elizabeth’s and Jordan’s recent visit to Tanzania 

where they met some of the AWF Leaders and conducted research on women’s sport leadership. 

Anita, Elizabeth (Chair of the AWF), and Jordan (coordinator of the AWF) 


