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Greetings from the Anita White Foundation on International Women’s Day, 

Over the past week, it has been great to hear of the various initiatives launched in preparation for 

today. We hope these activities are sustained throughout the year and beyond. Our first newsletter 

of 2015 brings news about the second Women’s Sport Leadership Academy (WSLA), reports of recent 

visits by African colleagues to the University of Chichester, and an upcoming Seminar Series event.  

 

Women’s Sport Leadership Academy (WSLA) 2015 

Following a very successful WSLA 2014 (for full details, please see the report on our website), we had 

a good response to WSLA 2015 and are delighted to have offered places to 34 women from sixteen 

countries on every continent. Once again, the AWF will be working closely with Lucy Faulkner and 

Pauline Harrison from Females Achieving Brilliance (FAB) and utilise the support of the University of 

Chichester to ensure WSLA 2015 surpasses the success of the inaugural WSLA last year. 

WSLA is designed to develop tomorrow's leaders of sport and be an international network of women 

sport leaders. It aims to have an impact on women, and sport generally, by increasing the confidence 

and competence of women leaders working in sport. This year’s cohort occupy middle to senior 

management or Board positions within national and international sport federations, Ministries and 

National Councils of Sport, universities, and sport for development and physical activity organisations.  

 

 

 

Some of the applicants do not have the necessary funding to cover their registration and travel costs 

so we hope to offer some scholarships and travel grants to them. In particular we are looking to assist 

women from Argentina, Bangladesh, Botswana, Kenya, Laos, Malawi, Nigeria, South Africa, St Lucia, 

Tanzania, Uganda and Uzbekistan to attend WSLA 2015. 

We have a fundraising plan in place to help achieve this. It includes a repeat of the successful golf day 

held in conjunction with Golf at Goodwood and FAB. Furthermore, the AWF Student Action Group is 

assisting with the University Battle of the Sexes event where men’s and women’s sports teams face 

off against each other across a number of disciplines. All proceeds raised by the women’s teams will 

go toward WSLA 2015. However, any further assistance from our supporters would be much 

appreciated. If you would like to make a donation, please visit our JustGiving page and state ‘WSLA 

2015’ or contact Jordan (details below) directly. WSLA 2015 takes place 22nd-26th June. 

 

 

http://www.chi.ac.uk/department-sport-development-management/anita-white-foundation/projects/wsla-residential-week
http://femalesachievingbrilliance.org.uk.websitebuilder.prositehosting.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/Anita-White-Foundation-Fund


Visit of Game Mothibi 

In February, Game Mothibi (General Secretary of the International Working Group for Women and 

Sport (IWG)) visited the AWF. Game became General Secretary when the IWG moved from Finland to 

Botswana after the 6th World Conference on Women and Sport in Helsinki in June 2014. Game was 

previously General Games Manager of the Botswanan National Sports Council and is still actively 

involved with Women and Sport Botswana (WASBO) – the national women and sport organisation. 

 

Left to right – Dr Jordan Matthews, Game Mothibi, Dr Anita White, Dr Elizabeth Pike 

Before visiting the AWF, Game spent a week in Lausanne, Switzerland, and reflected on positive 

meetings with FIFA, UNESCO and the IOC. Her three-day visit to Chichester built upon an already 

strong relationship between the AWF and the IWG. Jordan gave Game an overview of the history of 

the IWG using documents and materials in the newly-housed International Women and Sport 

Movement Archive (pictured). Game took an exceptionally keen interest in the development of not 

only her own organisation, but also progress made within the UK over a sustained period. It was clear 

that Botswana faces many similar challenges to other countries. Game also met with senior University 

figures and exchanged ideas for future collaboration with the AWF. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“My two days in Chichester 

amount to a year of learning.    

I got to learn a lot in a very 

short space of time, and the 

advice I got out of the meeting 

with the AWF staff is amazing” 

Game Mothibi 

http://iwg-gti.org/
http://iwg-gti.org/


Visit of Nicholas Bulamile 

Also in February, the AWF welcomed Nicholas Bulamile 

(Principal Games and Sport Development Officer, Tanzanian 

Ministry of Information, Youth, Culture and Sports). 

Nicholas has managed the AWF in Tanzania through the 

work of three funded female leaders. The AWF Strategy 

Group recently agreed to continue funding to AWF Tanzania 

for two more years with some new women leaders 

participating in the programme  

Hosting Nicholas was a great opportunity to speak about 

the development of the project, working closely with our 

partners at International Inspiration, and how to enhance 

the monitoring and evaluation (M&E) of the project. 

Nicholas also outlined to us his vision of a ten-year plan for 

Tanzanian sport, particularly the importance of women and 

sport. He stated that due to a lack of research and evidence, 

stereotypical beliefs continue to prevail in Tanzanian 

society and constrain women’s involvement in sport and physical activity. A further challenge is 

convincing stakeholders of the value of sport to Tanzanian life. Through the enhanced M&E of the 

AWF leaders, the AWF has committed to assisting Nicholas’ team tackle some of these issues. A sign 

of commitment by Tanzania was becoming a signatory of the Brighton Plus Helsinki 2014 Declaration 

on Women and Sport. 

 

AWF Seminar Series event 

On Thursday 26th March between 12-2pm, we are delighted to welcome Alex Danson (London 2012 

Olympics Hockey bronze medallist; University of Chichester honorary graduate) and Claire Bennett 

(2002 fencing Commonwealth gold medallist; Athlete Development Lead, Dame Kelly Holmes Trust; 

http://www.internationalinspiration.org/


Women’s Sport Leadership Academy 2014 graduate) to present on the topic of female elite-level 

athletes and the transition into a post-sport career. 

The increasing professionalisation of women’s sport has raised issues about the support that is 

available when elite female athletes retire. Thus, a current elite level athlete (Alex) and someone who 

has successfully transitioned into a post-sport career and is working to aid others through that process 

(Claire) will each present on their sporting journey, the benefits/opportunities and challenges/barriers 

encountered as an elite-level athlete in sport, their experiences of considering a post-sport career, 

and what current issues they believe exist for retiring elite female athletes. 

The event will be in Holts at the Bishop Otter College of the University of Chichester. Please contact 

Dr Jordan Matthews (jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk) by Thursday 12th March if you wish to attend this 

event. There is a suggested donation of £10 which will go to the AWF Fund to support women leaders 

and scholars from countries that face particular challenges. 

 

Thanks for your continued support and we hope to see some of you for Alex and Claire’s presentation. 

Anita, Elizabeth, and Jordan 

mailto:jordan.matthews@chi.ac.uk

