
 

 

The University of Chichester 
 

Honorary Awards Committee 
 

Constitution and Terms of Reference 
 

1. Constitution 

 The Board of Governors and the Academic Board have established a committee known as the Honorary 
Awards Committee. 

 
2. Membership 

 A non-Executive Governor shall be the chair of the Committee for a term of three years.  Membership 
will include: 
 One other Governor, nominated by the Board of Governors for a term of three years 
 The Vice-Chancellor – ex officio 
 The  Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academic) 
 The Deputy Dean  
 Three members of the Academic Board for a term of two years each 

 A quorum shall be not less than 50 per cent of the membership, excluding the chair. 
 
3. Attendance at Meetings 

 Observers will not be permitted. 
 
4. Frequency of Meetings 

 The Committee shall normally meet once a year, during February. 
 
5. Authority 

The Privy Council granted the powers to award degrees to the University of Chichester in accordance 
with paragraph (a) of Section 76(2) of the Further and Higher Education Act 1992.  The power to award 
degrees is vested in the Academic Board.  The Honorary Awards Committee will make 
recommendations to the Academic Board to award Honorary Degrees.  The Board’s recommendation 
will be presented to the Board of Governors for endorsement. 
  

6. Duties 

6.1 To review the criteria for nomination for honorary awards. 
6.2  To review the range of honorary awards available for nomination. 
6.3  To invite nominations from academic staff and Governors each year, to consider such 

nominations and make recommendations to the Academic Board. 
 
 7. Reporting Procedures 

 The minutes of the Committee will be circulated to members of the Committee only and will remain 
confidential.  Recommendations for awards will be dealt with under Section C of the next meeting of the 
Academic Board.  Consequent upon the Academic Board’s approval, the Vice-Chancellor will submit the 
nominations to the Board of Governors, either at the next meeting or by correspondence.  Subject to 
endorsement by Governors, the Vice-Chancellor will write to nominees, inviting them to confirm that they 
are willing to accept the Honorary Award.  When such confirmation has been received, the Vice-
Chancellor will advise the Academic Board and the Board of Governors, under Section C of their 
respective agenda.  Staff and Student Governors and officers of the Board will be invited to remain in the 
meeting for the discussion. 

 
 The Vice-Chancellor will then publicise the awards to be made. 
 
8. Clerking Arrangements 

 The University Secretary will be the Clerk to the Committee. 
 
9. Protocols 

Where members had either nominated a person or had a conflict of interest in the consideration of the 
nomination, they would declare this and take part in the discussion, particularly for the purposes of 
clarification.  They would not, however, take part in the final recommendation to Academic Board.  The 
Committee has discretion to limit the number of times a nomination will be considered; re-nominations 
should demonstrate new information that would have a bearing on making an award. 
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