
ENGINEERING AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY PARK 

Consultations have now taken place on the proposed new Engineering and Digital Technology Park which will be located in a new landmark building on the 

eastern side of the campus.  

Over 300 comments were received regarding various aspects of the development.  These have been segregated into themes and the comments classed as 

positive, neutral and negative.  We have taken another look at the colour of the building, conservation, cycling facilities and many other important aspects. 

The consultations have been a valuable part of the project to help to ensure we meet the highest standard of design and functionality for the development, 

and for the benefit of the Bognor Regis community, local businesses and our students.  

Through the development of the Engineering and Digital Technology Park, we will deliver 500 new Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths undergraduate 

and postgraduate student places per annum in Bognor Regis by 2020.  All of these students will graduate with strong sector focused employability skills and 

industry experience and will generate an additional £5m per annum into the local economy, and help to drive the regeneration of Bognor Regis. 

 

Theme You said We did 

Concept Respondents were in favour of the concept.  There were no 

neutral or negative comments identified. 

The positive comments were noted and welcomed. 

Design The positive comments included – 

 Materials use – flint; perforated metal and textured 

walls. 

 Overall design – makes a statement; good, 

innovative, iconic and modern style; and light, bright 

and exciting environment. 

 The setting – in keeping with the history of 

University; enhance existing buildings, and in 

keeping with other recent buildings. 

The positive comments were noted and welcomed. 

More textured brick is now incorporated into the design. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The neutral comments included – 

 Functional content – facility for school workshops; 

create open air film shows, and; provide careers 

centre and space set aside for dance and drama 

studios. 

 Materials use – consider good mix of dark and 

colour, not too industrial, should reflect sunrise and 

sunset, and; consider clear lighting. 

 Massing – move the upper storeys to east and west 

wing to lower level of building, and; smaller parts of 

building utilised with extra floors rather than 

expanding horizontally. 

 Building performance – have you considered 

adequate space for plant and engineering, e.g. 

mechanical vent, and; with the studio, it’s not just 

about keeping the noise in, but also preventing it 

breaking out. 

The negative comments included – 

 Materials use – too black; not keen on colour and; 

too concrete looking. 

 

The gold coloured metal panels will reflect the sun and glow 

differently in the changing light of the day. 

The massing of the building has developed to have the most 

efficient use of space and to suit the spatial requirements of a 

complex building type and to maintain the right distance 

between the spaces. 

The plant rooms and roof top plant spaces have been calculated 

and adequately sized for the building.  Noise break-out will be 

carefully controlled and will meet all necessary guidelines.  Media 

consultants are appointed to ensure the professional standards in 

the studio spaces and a specialist acoustic consultant is advising 

on all matters affecting the building and its surroundings. 

 

 

 

 

The brick has been changed from black to dark grey in response 

to comments.  We have introduced more textured brick in the 

elevations so that I looks less flat and monolithic, adding pattern 

to the facades.  The yellow will be more gold in reality – this is 

difficult to show in an image.  A range of colour samples will be 

considered and carefully selected in discussion with the planners 

and heritage consultant. 



Car parking The neutral  comments included – 

 Location – look at parking to north of University and; 

provide a scenario where all the cars will be parked. 

The negative comments included – 

 Capacity – provide multi-storey car park; free parking 

for students. 

 Impact – student parking a massive problem, safety 

aspect, and; Hotham car park not to be used for 

students and builders. 

 

The University’s Travel Plan aims to reduce reliance on single 
occupancy private vehicle use by encouraging more sustainable 
modes of transport, such as buses and cycling. One of the 
measures that improve the success of a Travel Plan is to 
discourage and control access to car parking on campus whilst 
encouraging and supporting other modes of transport.   This 
includes a heavily subsidised and bespoke University bus service, 
cycle storage, shower and changing facilities. 

The University has applied for the maximum permissible parking 
provision under the West Sussex CC Parking Standards. In 
addition, we will continue to work with the local highway 
authority to identify parking management strategies, with the 
objective to reduce the nuisance potentially caused by students 
and staff parking in the local area.   

A Construction Management Plan will be agreed with the 
highway authority prior to commencement of the works. The 
document will set out the strategy to manage construction 
related traffic, including parking arrangements for the workers. 
We will also make it a requirement of the building contract that 
the contractor is a member of the “Considerate Contractors 
Scheme”, which requires members to follow best practice with 
regard to managing the site and reducing disruption/nuisance to 
neighbours. 

We will not be losing the existing car parking on the campus. 

Pedestrians/Cyclists All the responses were classed as neutral and included – 

 Campus wide – provide cycle path and walking path 

across the campus; walkway in front of Dome; 

 
 
Every opportunity will be taken to provide smooth pathways. 
 



smooth pathways to help deliver food in one piece 

and quietly, and; covered walkway linking buildings. 

 Facilities – cycle parking for visitors as well as 

lockable cycle parking for staff and students. 

There is no opportunity to provide covered walkways due to 
conservation area and listed buildings on campus. 
 
The University Travel Plan promotes access to the site by 
sustainable transport, which includes cycling. The campus 
proposed masterplan layout has been designed to provide an 
efficient and safe pedestrian/ cycle environment. The routes will 
be designed to a high specification and will adhere to Disability 
Discrimination Act access requirements, ensuring that all areas of 
the campus are accessible by mobility impaired persons.   The 
University, as part of the proposals, is also providing additional 
sheltered cycle parking spaces, shower and changing facilities. 

Traffic/access/egress The positive responses included – 

 New entrance and exit points; moving traffic away 

from residential areas, and; delighted Mead Lane 

access to be closed off. 

The neutral responses included – 

 Consider traffic light crossing near Butlins; provide 

bridge across road for students. 

 Invite residents to rent out drives to ease parking. 

 Provide scenario plan to show impact on Felpham; 

access during building should be via Felpham Way 

only. 

 Student travel requires further consideration. 

The negative responses included – 

 
The University Travel Plan is to be renewed this year.  We will 
consider the comments provided as part of this consultation 
process to identify appropriate initiatives for the Bognor Regis 
site. 
 
The proposed access strategy has been developed in consultation 
with the local highway authority. It is recognised the 
consolidation of accesses may intensify traffic volumes at the 
remaining accesses, however the selected accesses, and internal 
circulation strategy, are deemed safer than the current 
arrangements. 
 
We recognise the importance of being a good neighbour and will 
continue to communicate to staff and students their obligation to 
respect the amenity for residents in the local area, in particular, 
to not cause a nuisance by inconsiderate parking.  We will also 
continue to work with the local highway authority to identify 
parking management strategies, with the objective of reducing 



 Look at residents parking scheme again; free 

vouchers for resident parking scheme. 

 Too much traffic via main entrance. 

 Cars damaged in local roads, i.e. wing mirrors. 

 Double yellow lines in Hook Lane.  

nuisance potentially caused by students and staff parking in the 
local area. 
 
Wherever possible we will segregate pedestrians from vehicular 
traffic.  However, the University campus is ‘pedestrian priority’ 
and vehicular speed restrictions apply.  

Environmental The responses can be grouped into environmental 

sustainability, landscaping and flood risk. 

The positive responses included – 

 Environmental sustainability – liked solar panels; 

 Landscaping – liked wetland feature; openness, and; 

attractive landscaping. 

The neutral responses included – 

 Environmental sustainability – timber for 

sustainability; ground source heat pumps; could 

Dome inspired lantern be solar powered, and; 

provide renewable energy. 

 Landscaping – provide biodiversity plan; keep 

planting trees, and; provide wildlife area or garden. 

 Flood risk – ensure adequate surface water 

retention; improve drainage, and; provide more 

detail on surface water drainage. 

The negative responses included – 

 

 

The positive comments were noted and welcomed. 

The development will be built to a BREEAM Excellence rating. 

 

Biodiversity is important to the University and we will continue to 

develop our published Biodiversity plan. 

We have undertaken a detailed flood risk assessment in and 

beyond the campus. 

The Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy will present a 
sustainable approach for drainage of the site making use of 
Sustainable Drainage System approaches to ensure that there is 
no increase in runoff as a result of the proposed development.  
 
Detailed hydraulic modelling has been undertaken to accurately 
quantify flood risk to the development site. Land to the south of 
the on-site watercourse is not at risk of flooding from the 
watercourse and is protected from coastal flooding by flood 
defences at the sea. Land to the north of watercourse is at risk of 
flooding, however the proposed buildings will be designed to 



 Flood risk – build on brown field site ensure that there is no increase in flood risk both on and off the 
development site. 

Student 

Accommodation 

All the responses were classed as neutral and included – 

 Student accommodation should also be visionary, 

not bland; provide more student accommodation, 

and; move accommodation blocks to town to 

alleviate parking and traffic. 

 

We agree, student accommodation should be ‘visionary’ and 

attractive as well as functional. The on-campus student 

accommodation aims to reflect the quality of design for the 

Technology Building. 

We are also exploring opportunities for student accommodation 

in the town. 

Miscellaneous The neutral responses included – 

 Create placement programme for students. 

 Suggest visit to Ford Enterprise Hub website. 

 Encourage local community groups. 

The negative responses included – 

 Will notice be taken of this feedback? 

 Stop quoting in local press that residents support 

proposal. 

 

 

Further detail can be found on the Arun District Council Planning Portal, reference  BR/54/16/PL. 

 

These developments will work with and build on the teaching, enterprise and research of our existing Business School and our existing Media and Music 

departments. 

 


