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Workshop 1 (11.15-12.15) Workshop 2 (1.15-2.15) Workshop 3 (2.30-3.30) 

Building Strong Foundations 
This session will provide an understanding into the importance of 
gaining and refining an educational philosophy, a sense of teacher-
self and self-efficacy. The session will also develop strategies to 
cope with the demands of teaching. (Sally Hawkins) 
 

Supporting children with specific areas of difficulty 
This session will put you in the place of a child/student with 
specific learning difficulties, such as poor working memory, in order 
to help you consider the impact this has on them.  We will then 
consider adjustments and tweaks that can be made within the 
classroom to support these children and enable them to access the 
curriculum and demonstrate their full ability. (Karen Pickett, 
Assistant Head, Court Lane Infant School) 
 

Not Just a walk in the park 
A chance to stroll through the local environment, and take time to 
reflect and chat with like-minded colleagues. This more unusual, 
yet popular workshop choice is offered to enable delegates to 
consider their conference participation and share thoughts and 
future plans with others. The walk through Hotham Park is led by 
Andy Wild, Head of Professional Learning at the University of 
Chichester. Andy will prompt you to think about your career and 
will invite conversation and consideration about future 
professional learning options. (Andy Wild) 

Keeping the joy of poetry at KS4 
The workshop aims to share and disseminate approaches developed 
by the English and Media Centre and presented at the Summer 
2016 NATE conference, designed to support pupils to become 
independent critical and engaged readers of poetry at KS4. (Debbie 
Hickman) 

Challenging higher-attainers within the primary mathematics 
curriculum 
With the current focus on mastery in the primary mathematics 
curriculum, we will explore what we can do to ensure our ‘rapid 
graspers’ are still learning and what ‘at greater depth’ looks like in 
practice. We will consider, through analysis of relevant teaching 
materials, how we can achieve depth in the tasks we set. (Lorna 
Earle) 

Promoting Pupils: Mental Health and Wellbeing 
The mental health and wellbeing of pupils in our schools has 
become a key area of concern for the Government, schools and 
teachers. This workshop will begin with a brief overview of the 
causes of mental health problems in children and young people 
and then discusses some of the strategies and initiatives that are 
being developed in schools to improve pupils' wellbeing for 
learning. (Diana Seach) 

Hearing what isn't said: speech, language and communication   
This session will revisit ideas for teaching pupils with speech, 
language and communication needs. Teachers will have an 
opportunity to consider how speech and language is developed and 
to share any specific cases they would like support with. They will 
also have the opportunity to consider new strategies and 
approaches to try out in their own schools. (Heather Green) 

Using the outdoor learning environment to engage children in 
science 
The National Curriculum now has an emphasis on using the outdoor 
learning environment to teach science concepts. Through this 
practical workshop you will learn how to make the most of 
resources beyond the classroom to inspire your teaching and to 
engage children in their learning. (Debs Wilkinson)  

Creative approaches for teaching ‘SPAG’ 
This session will revisit ideas for teaching grammar creatively. 
Teachers will have an opportunity to try out strategies for 
teaching grammar and disseminate approaches in their own 
schools (Dr Glenn Stone) 
  
  

Including all pupils in primary computing 
How can we ensure that all of our pupils are motivated and 
challenged in computing lessons? This session will consider who 
gets left out of computing lessons and how we can ensure they are 
included. (Dr Chris Shelton) 
 

‘Short and Tweet’: Reflecting on the use of social media. 
An increasing number of schools and teaching professionals have a 
social media profile.  Drawing upon her research in this field, Dr 
Hazel Beadle will be facilitating a workshop which looks at how 
social media is being used and how that use reflects both on the 
individual as a professional and on their educational 
establishment.  (Dr Hazel Beadle) 

The learning potential of Block Play in Early Years 
With an acknowledgement that children in the foundation stage 
should be accessing engaging, exciting and open-ended play 
opportunities, this workshop demonstrates the effectiveness of 
block play as a tool for promoting holistic learning and 
development. It considers not only the learning potential behind 
blocks but also how to create an enabling block play area in the 
classroom or and the role of the teacher. (Debra Laxton) 

Working with Teaching Assistants 
An evidence based session on how to maximise the potential of your 
teaching assistant, exploring ideas for best practice. (Sue Sheach) 
 

Growth Mindset 
This hands on workshop is specifically designed to give an 
introduction to the growth mindset theory. We will explore what 
growth mindset means, discover what your own mindset might be 
and discuss how this might have an influence on your own practice 
in the classroom. There are lots of ideas and strategies that we 
explore; many of these can be 'taken away' to be adopted and 
practiced in your own classroom. (Karen Nanson) 

Pupil Engagement and Pupil Voice 
This workshop will outline key insights from an ongoing action 
research project focusing on improving pupil motivation.  Pupil 
voice activities were used in a number of schools with pupils 
identified by teachers and TAs as disengaged.  Examples of these 
pupil voice activities with a discussion of how they can be 
effectively used will be the focus of this workshop. (Dr Sue 
Bentham) 
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