
A guide to the audition  
and interview process for: 
• BA (Hons) Dance 
• BA (Hons) Dance Performance 
• BA (Hons) Dance, Aerial and Physical Theatre 
• BA (Hons) Dance Education and Teaching 
• BSc (Hons) / MSci Dance Science 

YOUR
INTERVIEW 
& Audition
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The Department 
of DANCE
Welcome to the Department of Dance 
at the University of Chichester. We very 
much look forward to meeting you.
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Here are eight reasons why we think you will be 
happy and successful studying with the Department  
of Dance at the University of Chichester.  
 
1.   OUR COURSES allow you to develop your practice relevant 

to your specific programme of study. A combination of 
practical and theoretical modules prepares you for a variety of 
careers in dance. In years two and three you can select areas 
of study that relate to your future career path. Opportunities for 
work placements further enhance employability. 

2.  THE DEPARTMENT has four distinct programmes of study 
with opportunities for cross-curricula sharing. We are a close, 
supportive and collaborative team of staff and students. You 
may also want to progress to one of our master's programmes.  

3.  OUR FACILITIES include four purpose-built dance studios, a 
fully-equipped 250-seat theatre and a 110-seat studio theatre. 
We have a newly refurbished large gymnasium space together 
with two sprung-floor spaces in our new Academic Building. 
Students have access to a substantial collection of books, 
journals and other materials, professional editing suites and 
camera equipment loans. Dance Science students have access 
to state-of-the-art physiology and biomechanics laboratories. 

4.  As well as supporting student development, our DANCE STAFF 
actively work in the Dance industry as performers, artistic directors, 
film makers, journalists, dance scientists, and researchers. 
Professional and research activities feed directly into teaching 
enabling the course to remain up to date with significant changes 
in the Dance industry. 

5.  We have strong relationships with a range of INTERNATIONAL 
EXCHANGE PARTNERS in Europe and North America, 
providing second year students with the option of studying abroad. 

6.  Run by our Students’ Union, the DANCE SOCIETY provides 
additional technique classes in a variety of styles, a competition 
team and a performance company. 

7.   The University’s SHOWROOM THEATRE offers students an 
exciting and affordable range of Dance and Theatre performances 
on site. 

8.  CHICHESTER is situated in a hub of Dance activity on the South 
Coast. We have strong links with a variety of Dance organisations 
in the region, access to beautiful countryside, and the seaside at 
West Wittering and Bognor Regis is within easy reach. 

 
If you have any questions about  
our courses, department,  
or any aspect of the University,  
please contact us, details at  
the end of this booklet. 
 
Yours sincerely, Cathy Childs, 
Head of the Department of Dance.
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Be prepared, but don’t panic! This booklet contains tips on how to prepare  
for your audition.  
 
Timetable  
10:00 am                         Arrival at the main University reception – all courses 
 
10:15 am                         Small group interviews lasting approx 20 mins – all courses 
 
11:30 am – 12:30 pm      Lunchtime meet and greet and course discussion – all courses 
 
12:30 pm                         Tour of the campus – all courses 
 
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm           Practical Technique class & creative session – all courses   
 
3:00 pm – 4:30 pm           Ballet Barre and Solo Performance – Dance Performance and Dance,  
                                       Aerial and Physical Theatre  

YOUR INTERVIEW 
AND AUDITION DAY
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WHY 
CHICHESTER?
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“I chose Chichester because of the high quality, professional dance training 
and scientific theory from a team of friendly and supportive teachers. I felt 
that the Dance Science course would prepare me for an exciting career in an 
ever-growing discipline, with many different options” 
Holland: Second Year BSc (Hons) Dance Science

"I chose to study at the University of Chichester because the Dance 
Performance course creates a solid foundation for me to develop my learning 
and understanding practically and theoretically to prepare me for my future" 
Wiktor: Third Year BA (Hons) Dance Performance

"I chose the University of Chichester because of the friendly atmosphere and the 
impressive facilities the dance department had to offer. I knew the course and 
tutors would be able to direct me towards my best future while studying." 
Izzy: Second Year BA (Hons) Dance 

“I chose Chichester because I knew that it would challenge me in many different ways and help me to 
develop my dancing career. Chichester has given me a lot more confidence within my dancing. I have gained 
lots of help from all the teachers and know that any new style is not going to phase me” 
Ollie: Third Year BA (Hons) Dance
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You may feel nervous about dancing in front of an audition panel; 
we will put you at ease so that you can perform to the best of your 
ability. The structure of the practical audition is designed to replicate 
a first-year experience; you will take part in both a tutor-led 
contemporary technique class and a creative task driven workshop. 
 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What are you looking for in the practical audition? 
We like our students to be enthusiastic, excited about studying contemporary dance, and 
prepared to have a go even if something is challenging. Please don’t worry about any aspect of 
the practical audition, our students (for all our courses) come from a range of dance 
backgrounds. We do not expect perfection; we are looking for potential.  
 
What should I wear for my audition? 
Please wear dance clothes that you can move easily in. For example, tights, leggings or dance 
trousers with a leotard or fitted top. You will dance in bare feet for your contemporary dance and 
creative session. 

THE PRACTICAL AUDITION 
ALL courseS
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We interview our applicants in pairs or small groups; we will encourage you 
to discuss ideas with each other. This format is like tutorials or seminar-based 
activities that you will experience at Chichester. 
 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What is expected of me? 
We want to see a student who is genuinely interested in studying contemporary dance and is prepared to 
move beyond dance practice as a hobby. We like to hear about the professionals (choreographers, dancers, 
researchers) who interest and inspire you and your aspirations for the future.  
 
We offer a variety of courses, so we are likely to ask about why you have selected this specific course.  
We also enjoy answering your questions so please feel free to ask.

THE INTERVIEW 
all courseS
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There are different written tasks depending on which course you are applying for. These are 
designed for us to see your potential and for you to share your ideas about dance with us. 
 
 
DANCE, DANCE PERFORMANCE, DANCE, AERIAL AND  
PHYSICAL THEATRE AND DANCE EDUCATION AND TEACHING 
APPLICANTS 
Prepare an essay, approx. one side of A4, typed, 12-point font, reviewing a live or recorded performance you have seen recently. 
You are strongly advised not to write about any set works you are studying for your A level or BTEC course.   
 
DANCE SCIENCE APPLICANTS 
Prepare an essay, approx. one side of A4, typed, 12-point font, focusing on ONE of the following two options (A or B): 
A.  The ways in which you think Dance Science can support a dancer in a professional dance company.  
B.   Why dancing might be of benefit to the general (non-dance) population. Consider a specific group,  

such as inactive young people, elderly people with limited activity in their daily life, or people with specific illnesses. Why and 
how might Dance benefit these people? 

THE WRITTEN TASK 
ALL courseS
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ADDITIONAL 
PRACTICAL TASKS 

Dance Performance and 
Dance, Aerial and 

Physical Theatre Only
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BALLET 
At Chichester ballet supports our students’ contemporary dance practice. We welcome applicants with a range of experiences. Ballet allows 
us to see you working in a different technique and at audition it is beginner level. Remember we are looking for your potential so if you’ve 
never done ballet before just have a go. 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What should I wear? 
You can wear the same dance clothes as the contemporary technique and creative class, but you will need to put on ballet shoes or socks. 
 
 
SOLO PERFORMANCE 
Your solo is pre-prepared and is an opportunity for you to demonstrate your performance skills. It should be in a contemporary dance style. 
We like to hear about what inspired you, so be prepared to talk about your choreography. 
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What music should I use? 
You can choose any music you like (but try not to select a pop song); if you wish you can dance in silence. 
Tip 1:  Bring two sources of music with you on the day (e.g. CD and iPod); this will stop you feeling anxious about your music not working. 
Tip 2:  Remember to cut your music to the correct length - 1 minute.
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What do I have to bring with me? 
• A passport-sized photograph; this helps us to identify you 
• Your completed Health and Injury Questionnaire (available on ChiView) 
• Your written task(s) 
•  A pre-prepared 1-minute solo in a contemporary dance style (Dance Performance and Dance, Aerial and Physical Theatre ONLY) 
• There is a £25 fee for the audition; this can be paid via our online store 
 
What is the difference between the BA (Hons) Dance and BA (Hons) Dance Performance? 
BA (Hons) Dance is a broad-based dance education offering a range of modules that lead to employment options in various 
dance careers. The course concludes with an extended project and there are opportunities for a professional placement.  
 
BA (Hons) Dance Performance offers an increased focus on technical training and performance practice in contemporary 
dance, resulting in a more directed modular menu across the three years. The course concludes with the students dancing as 
performers in 3Fall Dance Company.  
 
I am auditioning for more than one course, what preparation do I complete? 
• Dance and Dance Performance: complete the essay and prepare a solo  
• Dance Science and Dance: complete the dance science essay 
• Dance Science and Dance Performance: complete the dance science essay and prepare a solo 
 
In your interview, we will discuss which course you are most suited to. 

FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS
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Can I change my application to a different course? 
Yes. Email the Admissions Tutor for the course you want to change to; 
complete the preparation for that course. At your audition please 
highlight your change of course with a member of staff. 
 
I am interested in Dance Science, but not sure whether I 
want to do the BSc or the MSci, do I need to decide now? 
There are different entrance and progression criteria for the BSc and 
the MSci programmes. If you meet these criteria you can opt for either 
course. If you enrol on the MSci from the outset you will be more likely 
to have your funding guaranteed for the full four years. It is possible to 
transfer from one programme to the other after you begin your studies, 
up until commencing your third year.   
 
What if I forget my written task or Health and Injury 
Questionnaire? 
You can send it to us after the audition, although we won’t be able to 
process your application until we have received everything.
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
We hope you enjoy your audition and get a feel for what it will 
be like to study at the University of Chichester. Afterwards, the 
audition team meet to discuss your application; our decision is 
updated on UCAS. We aim to let you know within a few days  
of your audition. 
 
 
A FEW THINgS TO REmEmbER  
• We make targeted offers. Personalised offers are based on your interview and 

audition; we take into consideration the range of skills and interests that you have, 
including those outside of academic results. 

• We don’t normally make unconditional offers. Because we value your 
current course(s) as a preparation for university, unless you already have sufficient 
grades at  
A level or BTEC, you will be given a points or grades-based offer. 

• You may be offered a place on a different course. If the panel feel that  
you are more suited to a different course, you may be offered a place on an  
alternative route. 

• What if I don’t get my grades? Don’t panic. We gave you a conditional offer 
because you are considered good enough to join the course. Ring us on the clearing 
hotline and we will discuss the situation with you. 
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chi.ac.uk/DANCE

Staying 
in touch

 
If you have any questions, please contact us: 
•Fiona Wallis (Admissions Tutor – Dance and  
  Dance Performance) Email: f.wallis@chi.ac.uk 
•Edel Quin (Programme Leader and Admissions  
  Tutor – Dance Science) Email: e.quin@chi.ac.uk 
  Phone: 01243 816485 
 
Join us on social media: 
        University of Chichester Dance 

        University of Chichester Dance 

        @uoc_dance 

        @uoc_dance 




